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local. He would be a good witness because of an apparent intelligence 
above that of the average miner and a fine ability to express himself, 
if he woul^Eve ary information. It appeared to interviewing agents ^ ■ 
that flHHHHBras deliberately withholding information in his possession^ 
He wa^no^^^^crative, and appeared to be distinctly antagonistic to the^, 
questions placed to him. He at first denied all knowledge aid understand- 
ing of the circumstances surrounding the change of unions of the Mine A 
local, and said that he had only been to two meetings before the change 
was made and res not elected one of the net' officers. Upon questioning | 
he admitted being present at every mooting held wherein the matters con- I 
corning change of unions at Mine * was concerned, and was also present at | 
the meeting when ED?HJIO Q 9N and FALCETTI discussed a contract. He was j 
present also when the contract was prepared and signed but he professed 
to remember nothing of the conversations taking place or any understanding 
of the reasons for the change of union s. The inf ormation which he gave 
was set forth in statement fonrij which [HHH^^Brcad, but which he re- 
fused to sign. He at first stated that^^^^^ffiined what he said and 
then that it was true to the best of his knowledge . The statement ia 
as follows* 


Investigation. No promiese, throats or consideration of any kind 
has been m do to me to make this statement. I am willing, if neces- 
sary to gr to court and repeat any part of this statement. 

W I am presently employed at lline A. I have worked there since 


“In September 1941, ELshoff purchased the mine property. At 
that time the mine was closed down, due to seasonal closure. The 
local of the men mining Hine U was a HyJ* local. Up until ELshoff 
purchased the mine, the men were well satisfied with the Progressive 
Mine Workers of America, as far as I know. I did not hear any talk 
about changing unions. The men wore satisfied with the way i&ran and 
the union got along. I heard of no ideas of chaning until after 
ELshoff purchased Mine A. 


“Springfield, Hi 
September 10, 19^3. 



I make the following statement to 


.e Federal Bureau of 


who have identified 
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"I ■went to all the meetings held after the an- 
nouncement of ELshoff 1 3 purchase of mine A* I ifent to 
both meetings at the Progressive Hall. I do not re- 
member what was decided at those meetings. About all 


that was done was to discuss the natter of changing Unions. At one of the 
mootings a committee was appointed to see Elshoff, but they reported back 
that they could not get ahold of hira.^ I do not recall what else the 
committee vas supposed to do.’ I was not on that ccaanittee^Dunn^hat 
meeting I understand that there was a fight downstairs . ^ 

some of the othe boys mere trying to keep the men from cnangH^T^xn^ 
U*r f j guess. I - do not know what happened. Host of the men seemed ready 
to change to the Uif. at that time. 

"There was no discussion that I laacr: of about mining Mine A by 
taking the coal out of Hine B. The non all ranted to work. They did not 
care particularly which union they belonged to, just as long as the 
iiinc reopened, and they could work. They seemed to think, I guess that if 
they rerc I£.5 that the .line would be reopened. I do not know why they 
thought this. I do not renenbe_ anyone t along about that at all. I had 
never hoard of any talk about joinintg the U15» : before Elshoff purchased 
the nine. 

"There was a meeting at fisdnan's hall. It was not called by the 
local, There wore about 50 or 60 men there. They did not do much but 
talk about chaning unions, and decided to have another meeting rhen more 
of the r. on culd come. I do not remember what was said that night. 

"Then there was another meeting hold at the Elk's Club. 
presided at that meeting. There was some talk about changing 
unions, but I never hoard anyone say that they had any reason to believe 


the election Ednunson came to the meeting and talked to us. I do not 
kn or what Ednunson said that night. 

“After the meeting, we went over to the Ul4< building, and were 
sworn into the IM*. Elshoff and Falcetti cane to the meeting thore a 
little later. I do not know Thy they were there, but I suppose that 
they were called, I do not remember what any of then said that night. 
1 do not remember what discussion there was about the nine being re- 
opened. Late that night Elshoff signed a contract with the ULfc’. I 
was there when he did. I do not remember what was said or done that 
night. 
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tro 


«I have read 
other panes. 


the above statenent on this and 
It is all true and accurate. 


or 



{ 




jom L. LSTIS, ET AL 


i mEF-VlST WITH The f ollowing investi gation wa_s_ conducted by Special 

AgentsMH^HHHJjH andj|HH||JHHHHB^t 

Springfield, iiiinois on iaepxonoer iu, a»*o# 



S 3 appeared to "be an intelligent individual hut it socr-od that 
ho did not know much about everything that wont on during tho pertinent 
period at lane A. It is felt he told tho truth as to what he know and 
ho would make a good witness if his tostinony is necessary. 

Aponte obtained fro n him tho following signed et»te:xnt t 



» t Springfield. Ill* , give 

the followin{^^ ^^!BBm^^^^cTa^^ge^5 VtHHHHIBV A 

■■[■■Mof the F.B.I. Ko threats or pronise^i^roDean made 

information. 


*1 was born 1 started At liine 

in Springfield, 111. T^ooino^pThT^then as a company nan down 




msnsninsniMif 


it was a P « 1 i«V» « & it didn’t make any 
differenco to no what union I belonged to." Tlie ninars could oone and 
£ o than at •'ine A if they didn’t like the union. To ty kncrwlodge 
there was no group or parsons who were trying to swing P.K.'V. ovor 
to U.7V-;* just before 1941 but back when 1 first started I don’t recall 
of any rivalry out at #51 A it was a regular local and the 

nen wero glad to work. During April, 1941 or so Hine A closed dcwn^ 
sc usual and in lsli 01 ctuno y<?sr* xu a^i 

I got a job 2 weeks or so. Two or three weeks 

before mine A "su^^^^re-qpolE^^^Tall of 1941 I first heard of a move- 
ment that the liine A was going over to D.H.T.'. I also heard there had 

\ * fk rt i ^ 1 K wo. aA 4 ■ iJ t«M <5 wr* 4-Wi/i *h wn»nfl i* >«>4: T ripvAi- Attendad 

Deem BOtnu "£*pccJ-ex-k naun%c tui *u b v ^ - 

them and wat p ot invited a It ho notified* In fall of 

1941 the oallod 

two or datomine if #51 

should go over to U.l'.lk. and there were some who favored in going over 
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• r. 


ICTBglflT, V.'ITB 




to U. They nust have boon "Special^ 

A I think the meetings vero called by 

I think I missed 2 or 3 of those “Speciaj 
m^^Rngs 4 bo Have I attended 2 or 3 of them. 1 
don’t recall of ary reasons given "why tf51 should go over to U.U.W, 

Around that tine the papers said that Elshoff was going to or did buy 
Kins A, I don’t recall any ocmittoes being appointed to go 4 see 
Elshoff & it is possible that happened at tho meetings I did not attend. 





I 

1 


lover ax tends d any 

meetings at the Rednan *V HoTT but I "did attend the ones at the Prog- 
ressives 4 at Elk’s Club. At the F.L.T7. meetings no representatives 
of U.M.’ '."were present. At tho several V’.K.L. meetings the discussion 
was whether Fine A tee to reopon as P.h.'-V. or as U.II.T*. As time went 
on tho feeling of the P.!a.\J. was that they should go over to tJ.Ii.1V. 

At the ’“.actings there wero no fights or speeohoe 4 I think that 
decisions were made at tho Redman Hall mootings WKioh I did not attend. 
Ko one ever told me that Elshoff would not open JJine A except under 
U.:Y»V, but I myself felt that Elshoff would open Mine A as TJ.li.VV. 
because his Line E was U.Ji.h’» 

*1 attended tho meeting at the Elk’s Club on a Sunday 4 
it was a meeting for both #51 & TJ.WV. I wont just as a member of 
#51, 4 not as an official and I don’t ree.l who got that meeting to- 
gexher* The only quo ex ion xokaii up v r bother “the local 51 

would turn over to U.li.V". I don’t recall of any ocmittee making a 
report at this meeting. Before the vote no speeches were made and it 
v?re a rising vote tha t was taken 4 it was unanimous jk it was decided 
to go back to flHHHT pes on the platform and took a 

pert in thie meeting. ^ call of hearing ary statement at the 
Elk’ e Club meeting that if the men in Jiina A went ovor to U*!i.h’* that 
Edmundeon would see to it that tho two mines would bo operated as 
separate nines & I don't recall any issue at any time about joing 
'line A 4 B as one. As far as I know the issue was just whether or 
not wo F. should go over to U.K.V. 4 I never attended same of tho 
previous meetings so I don’t know if any roasons were given then or 
not as to why they vmnted to change ever. After the vote was taken at 
Elk’s Club IJr« Ednundson cone in and talked about tho inr.ediGte opening 
of the Mine A. There was rumor around that Elshoff night not open Kino 
A again 4 there were other rumors around too 4e no one seemed to know 
ju6t vhaT it was all about. However, Kino A always did re-open in 

e _ r 4-U^. 'A** Dlrl c P.lnYi Vfife rtTOf 

prOVlUVtE J yuf Ci XL J. • iu ,».*+£. t* v *- w*ww — - vw 

about six to ten of us went over to Hr. Ednundson’ e office in the 
T.'hilo in his office Ednundson phoned la*. Elshoff 4 a short 
tine later Elshoff 4 Falcottl care into tho office. Sono^ pre sent were 
the F. president; ^aloetti 

Elshoff were asked if mn^^wa^!bl^T^re-ope^^xf»ysaid it oould 
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be opened in a week or so 4 I think it was ao opened* 
Ho contract was signed then in Ednundson's office* 
Afterwards I went hone L later went over to the 
Leland Hotel and a buncTi was there A about nid- 


night sc. of us went to the office of Carl Elshoff A a contract was 
signed, was a standard U.rV-V, contract? I think” 60 ™ newspaper 
reporter ■was at the Leland Hotel Jfc also ax Elshoff’ s offioe* As far 
as I know I don’t think that any previous arrangements had been xiade 
in regard to vhat happened that Sun. night but that things just went 
off as 8 result of the action taken. I don’t know of any entry being 
nade between lline A A liine B. I never got any form letter from U,H*V.'. 
tc join thcr. before v/o voted at the Elk’s Club. I first ret 
Elshoff at Edmunds on’ e office & he see- sd to be all business A 

nn+ p.nrwicr t ci over— haonv or anvthinc of the sort, 1 don't know 


read this six (6) page statement over A it is true & correct to the 
beei: of i?*y knowledge# 



A/ 




• o * jl # j ob*r >ui| 


Springfield, 111 
Sept. 10, 1943’* 
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INTERVIEW WITH 



gist of his inf ormaticn is that if he didn f t join U* tt# he could not 
work at Mine A* It is noted he has boon a citizen for only a few months# 
Ho Is not recommended as a witness. His statement ie as follows* 


knowing them to be Spoci&l Agents in 
« He throats or provisos have been 
node to me to induce me to make a statement* I resido at 
nd am presently employed at Mine A# 


mines most of my life an< artocl mining# I 

started at Mine in abcutjm and in 1932 I joined I regressive • 


had sold Mine A to Elshcff# I did not feel very good about this because 
things had been good under P# 1-i# a# and wc got along wall with Ryan#" 


well, but I romomber they said they would close Kins A if wo didn’t join 
United, Wc older men cculc not get jobs and we wonted to work at Mine A* 
They said thoy might take coal from Mine A through Mine B. The non liked 
Progressive but the company liked United better* 

11 At another mooting, cry bo at the Elk’s Club, the non all held 
up their hands for United and the local all joined v/ith U# M. W# 

11 No ono over throatonod mo or boat me to naiio no join a union# 

I like Progressive because I think it is bettor for the working man* 


’’Springfield, Illinois 
So pt ember 18, 1943 



■o tho following voluntary statement to 



S * in 



M I was be rn in 


and be cam' a 1 



I c amc t o t ho U# 
I have worked in the 


In September cf 1941 I got a letter from Ryan telling that he 


n 


I went to several meetings, I dc net understand English very 


"This statement has boon road to no by 
and ccrroct tc tho best of ry memory* 



and It is true 


N 



"Witnessed: 



Special Agents, F* B. !•, 
U# S. Dcp’t of Justice. 11 




) 


R c; JOHN L. LETt'/IS, ET AL 



difficult to understand • He cannot understand quostions put to him and 
would nako a poor witness. Therefore, ho is not reconmcndod us u witness* 
He furniolcd the following statement; 


vei _ have been mde to induce mo to xoake 

r. ny s t c.t one n t » 


do with the start the PM A, but just joined because all the rost did# 
As far as X knov/ there isn't nuch difference between the two unions* 


h . had sold his nine tc Elghoff and that tu.ybc Elshoff wouldn't open t ho 
nine. A lot of the non said that nr.ybo elshoff wouldn't open tho mine 
and there wub seme talk about hauling coal fren Liinc A thru Uino B* 


and I knew that I wont to a masting at tho PI A hall* but sinco I don't 
understand nuch English I don't know what they wore talking about. Tho 
only thing I know is that everybody said vto had to join United if w& wonted 
to work# 

*1 went to a no citing at tho Elks Club k at that tine I joined 
United. I joined because everybody said wo shciiK join. I know there were 
sente speeches, but I can't remember what they woro about* Nobody over boat 
mo or forced me tc join c xiv union* Sinco X don't go to many inoetingB & 
can't understand nuch Ensligh I can't say anything about why the PI-JA mon 
voted to join United except that we all wanted to work# 


"Springfield, 111. 
Sept# 18* 1942 


to 



HB nakc the following voluntary statement 
pocial Agents of tho Federal Bureau of In- 



"I get a letter fron Ryan in the fall of 1941 and all tho non said 


"I hoard that Progressive had some mootings in tho fall of 1941 


"This 2 page statement has boon road to no 
tc atato it is true tc tho best of ny memory* 



and wish 



"Yfitnessed: 



Special Agents, F# B. I#, 

U* S* Dcp't* of Justice#" 


V,-:' *" ■ • l r :'t 
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above the average miner and can express himself well. It is believed 



He furnished the following signed statement. 


"Springfield, Ill_ 
September 16, 1943. 



mises, threats, or consideration of any kind has been made to me 
to mane this statement. 

"I have worked at line a since 1932 or 1933. I was working 
at liir.e A in 1941 when the mire closed down for the summer. At the 
time that the mine was actually sold, it was closed. I was tending 
bar at that time. I had tried to get a job in a Progressive line, 
but could not. Before Ryan sold the mine there had been no^ talk 
about changing. I was satisfied with the Progressive line Workers 
of America and would have preferred to continue to work \nder the 

mv * 

"I attended only one meeting of the local when the matter of 
changing from Pii». to the bit'* was discussed. That was the meeting 
held at the Elk's hall, when _he men voted to go back to the Uj£7. 

"I voted and signed up with the UM» that afternoon because I 
needed work very badly. I had tried to get a job at other mines 
but could not. I knew that Elshoff had a UU» contract for Mine B. 

I did not think that he would run one mine as P KW and one as uMST, 

I voted for the UliV because I thought that that would hurry Elshoff 
into opening the mine, I did not attend the whole meeting, and do 
not know what was discussed, I did not hear Ray hdmunson talk. 
Things are as soon at the mine now as they were wider the Pl$<. 

"I have read the above statement on this page. It is ti;ue 
and accurate. 


N 




c 


REs JOHN L. LE7IS, ET AL. 


TMTF.RVTEn t:tth 


I was interviewed at his residence* 

Spring field, Illinois, onth^afternoon of Septembei^B# 
1943, by Special Agents 

B is a person havinj^at^Tnronigence above that oi 
the average miner, fie has an accent but is not difficult to understand* 
His inability to read the statement set forth, below is due to an eye 
deficiency, rather than tin understanding cf the .English language* 
information set forth in the following signed statement* 



tl- 


"Springfield, 111. 

O , V ~ ID IQ/l'f 

M?C* y L/tflikUC i XU > XU1W4 




X was born iij 

a’c J^Tne A* I mako the following state- - 


name is 

I am now em _ 

and JJjHjMBJBMBjMBBB who have identified them 
selves Federal Bureau of Investigation# 

Ho promisee, threats, or consideration of any kind has been made to me to 
make thiB statement. I am a citazen of the United States* 


"I have worked at Mine A about M 1 years* I was employed at Mine A 
at the time that Mine A was sold. I do not know why the men changed unionB 
about that time* Before Ryan sold the mine, there was not talk about changing 
the union. As far as I know, the men wore satisfied with the Progressive 

%«. - . .t _ r> ^ — X . ^4- A'UrvA ±irr,n T -i «a flof i jefi W1 4-.Vl Uni OT1 - I 

fc*inG .rfOrJCiTB UX wueubh uo baav vxxuu* * « a vXO i. -■**•« — - — — 

did not go to any of the meetings where the matter of changing unions was 
discussed. 1 work on my farm most of the time and do not have tune to go to 
the meetings. I do not go to the meetings because I am so busy, and also 
because there has been so much trouble, and so many men hurt on the union 
trouble. I did not go even to meeting where they voted to go to the UMW. 

I knew what had happened at Mine B« Bo I did not go to any meetings. I 
joined the UMA when 1 went back out to the mine to work. X was satisfied 
with the PITrV, but wanted to work, and the mine had already changed over to 
the UMA, and I had to join the IMA if I was going to work there. 

has read the above statement on this page. It is 


true and accurate 


c 


* 



RE: -JOHN L. LEWIS, ETAL 



INTERVIEW WITH 


September 17 


Q V\ erT n 

■ ’ fcf*- A. *-*■ v 


and 

of the average - 
-to undf~ stand, 
the interview, 
the statement, 
anyway 


as interviewed at his residence, > 

Id, Illinois, on th e, afternoon 
1943, by S pecial Agents _ 

has an intelligence above 
has a strong aoo ent, hut he is not too difficult 
attempted to interfere with 


to refrain from signing 

__ said that it was t r>*e, and he would sign it 

He gav^inforaSS^Si set forth in the following statement t 



Springrieia, xn. 
September 17, 1943 


A; 


name is 

p_m crn «fi i 


__ 'IEGHs 

"maKO the following statement to 

No promises, threats, or consideration oJ 
me i Id make this statement. 


I was horn i 
"I am now employe 
f and 

any kind has bean made 


at Mine A. 



n I have worked at Mine A sinoo Jp 
A in 1941 when Mr. RYAN sold the mine to ELSUDFF. 
we had a moating at the Progressive Hall. 


P I was working at Mine 
When the raino was sold. 
At that meeting 

told us that the mine would ho reopened if we joined the United Mine 

. . m] j -- . T s 1 _ n ft 1 ftyi» 4-4 nn^ wa wA w+*o +.A 17 

Workers • The nuns nau pwuji ciosoa aw o — 

to work. After that there was another meeting at the K of C Hall, I think. 
At this meeting EDMUNSON talked, and told ns that if we joined the United 
Mine V,'orkers he would see to it that Mine A reopened. X signed up with the 
TTMRT at. that time. 


“Prior to the sale of the mine by RYAN there was not much 
talk at the mine about changing unions. Somo of the men were complaining 
about the high dues and things, but most of U6 wore satisfied. I preferred 
the Progressive Mine Workers of Amerioa, myself. I would meet men on the 
street, and they would ask me what they should do. They did not want to 
join the UMN any more than I did, but they told me that they oould not get 
a job at any other plaoe. They did not know what to do. They could not do 


. llj +-U^ TTkWT 

tAIiy k. H J_U OiDU UI1A1X JU4U Vi*U U ' S 


'rVm’ir TKn hnnrrf nf all the trouble that 

■ ■ — 


had happened at Mine B and we did not want any trouble and wanted to work, 
go wo joined the United Mine Workers. That is the roason that X joined 
the United Mine ’Yorkers. 


"At the time, I did not want to join the United Mine 
Workers and would have rather stayed in the Progressive Mine Workers, but 
X did not know what else I could do. 
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"Af tar the mine reopened, nothing unuBual happened. The 
conditions there now are ae good as they were before. 
"The above stateme nt on thi s_page_gnd -j one__ot her page has 
been read It is 

true and aocurate. I have read thi ^ove^nyself , and it is all true. 


INTERVIEW WITH 




j _ / 


/»/ 




I 
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>"ITH 




and* 


Springfie ld, 
ial Agents i 
his pl aoe of 

1 cyme nt F ^ OD Septemb er 

lo’, 1943. ' 

and is employee 

English well, and woH^fllz^^ab^Tactory witness for the information 
he has to offer. He advised he hae no criminal record. 

n4- «* e *v*f»n^fl^ ViV 


Sept. 

•I, 

make th e following _^^_^_^_^ r _ ri _, 

i whom I know to be Special Agents of the federal tsure? 

Investigation. I make it without fear of threat, force or promise of 
any kind. 



*1 vaE born in 
started working in coal mine e in 



___ I first 
vent to work 

in the Mine "A" at Springfield, 111. ITthen joined the United Mine 
barkers of America Union. In 1932 I joined the Progressive Nine J orkers 
of America because of the majority of our UMY local changed to HA* 

I took n o active part in organising the PIA. I n about 1937 or 1938 i 

becameJBHHBIHHHHHHBiHIHflV 6nd held that j° b 

abou-Bj^B^ears^^ie^^becaiT^^^embe^ol^he Kine Cccmitiee and was 
on i"^^^^about four or six months before the Kine W A“ shut down in 
the Spring of 1941. 

*In about Sept, of 1941 we learned that Elehoff had bought 
Nine "A* fron Ryan and then "e beoame worried as to whether Hine *A* 
would onen and we of HA. would be given our jobs. There was talk 
among the men that Elshoff would operate tine “A 1 * thru liine “E*, and 
that we of R-5A would therefore not get our jobs back. 


I was working the night shift at the 
in Snr ingf ield, and so had little time to 
. regular HA meeting early in Sept. 1941 
many of the fellows expressed the desire to go back to work at kine 
*A* and indicated they would go back to Uli". At this meeting they deoided 
to hold nn *outEide* meeting, that is a meeting away fkom PfiA. The 
men wanted me to go to that meeting but I didn’t go. 

•About a week before line “A* opened, 1 heard it was going to 
open under UMY and so I joined VIF because I wanted to go baek to 
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WJJJ m X J. J L* 


INTERVIEW V’lTH work in Mine *A* to make more money. X had heard 

that most of the men had joined tU5V and I had received 
a letter which sounded like it a ana from Edmund 8 on 
saying the Mine "A* was going to open and telling 
me my jot was open. No one tried to organize me in BlSl in any way, 
and I cannot remember who told me we would have to join THJT in order 
for Mine **A" to re-open. Maybe it wae because we had seen what had 
hardened at Mine "B* in connection with organizing and we knew they 
could operate Mine “A* thru Mine *B'" end there were a bunah of old 
M n a t Mine "A" who didn* t want all that trouble. I heard one fellow 
named fllHBHHIUHHB whose name I cannot sp ell, was beat up by 




I 4 -aT wv Ct V, o ItA IK TW 


u r>v men alter tAe juine * __ 

to vork one morning when a car pulled up with Uklf m an and they held 
a machine gun pistole on him and then beat uim up badly* That w&e the 
only beating I heard of at l-.ine *A W * 

"I caw Y ‘ aE a ® oarc ^ Ifcribor of UIT« : at Hino *A* 

a lot, but he didn 1 1 v.ork at Uinc •A** 1 die not see any attests to 

organiz-a at 2iino either by I K» or KIA* I worked for about jfcwo months 
and quit because I had a bad root?, and I didn f t liko tho way UE*i» wac running 
us* I havo not been back in the ninos sinco. 

wore 

the rsen who vanted that open rioting to bo hold* I didn 1 1 orre nuoh bocauso 
e.n y rvtn^ rir^ « f rM- n 1 d "’CE to rot hack to \?ork* 1 do not know 

C* 4. V? Uil WWW ?■ Hk- ■>-*«. -w W V « — — O*'’"' " ' - - " - _ ' ■ 

*v/hat happonod at subsequent poctings or how tho do velopments wont along* 

*1 havo had this eta tenant of throe pages road to nfi and it 
is truo and corroct to tho best of ry knov.lodga* 


Vitness 



^poc ial Agent, F*E*1* 

pocial AgoBt, F*B*I*~ 
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ternoon 


interviewed at his residence, 

Springfield* Illinois, on th^^l 
1943, by Spocial_ 
kas born in 
It is” 

would mice a very good witness. He has a pronounced accent but 
difficult to understand. Ho has an intelligence well above that of the 
average minor. He is stubborn and precise. It is believed that it would 
be difficult to confuse him on cross -examination. He gave information sot 
forth in the following signed Btatemont* 


an _ 
He has 



"Springfield, ill 
September 11, 19T3, 



I nakr the following statement to 

>7ho have identified thomsolvos 


ederal Bureau of Investigation, Ho 
promises, threats, or consideration of any kind has been made to me to 
make this statement. I on willing, if necessary, to go to court, and 
repeat any part of this statement. 


"I have worked off 
until last Kay. I was 


■P 

is GIT/ 1 


and steadily from 
before 1932, 


and on at Mine A since 
never an officer in the 

In 1932 the local at Kin© A joined tho Progressive Mine Workers, and I 
went over with the rest of them. I was elected by the membership of the 



"In 1941, Mine A closed about April 1. This was tho usual oust am 
for Mine A, as it was a seasonal mine. At the tine that tho nine closed, 
the men so far as I know were all very much satisfied with the Progressive 
Mine 7?orkors, and would not have wanted to change to tho UMff. I think that 
that is the way the men thought, and I know that that is the way that I felt. 
Up until the time that the announcement was made in the paper that Elshoff 
was going to operate Mine A, I hoard no talk about changing unions, Thero 
had boon some rumors during the summer that Mine A was to bo sold, but thoro 
was nothing definite. After the announcement in the paper tht Elshoff was 
going to operate Mine A, the men hold some meetings to see what they should 
do. The first mooting was held at the Progressive Hall, It was a special 
meeting, and about tho only business was to leave it to the District officers 
to see what they could find out from Elshoff about what he was going to do 
with the mine. Thoro had boon rumors going around that Mine A was going 
to be abandoned. There wore also rumors, which I did not believe, that 
they were going to put a Skip in and take the coal out from Mine A through 
mine B. The men seemed to think that the law was such that when a new 
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Ret JOHN L* LERIS, ET AL 



i continue 


I TT TE RVIE7? TTI TH operator took over a mine, that he did net havo to hire 

^ 4-V,^ VrtrtV T +Vsn+ 1 e -#->-w= Vf? rr . hftCatlflO 

gxio OiAUC J.KJi-i -A Viij-IAJV w **usv AW v**w v *(-j a w - -*■ - . ^ 

the men wanted to work and get their jobs very badly. At 
the Bccond meeti ng. the District Officers were able to £ivo 

little assurance of any help. [ 

talked to the local that night. "Eis talk was very discouraging to the 
menT and he was not able. to assure us of much help, except moral and financi- 
al help to those who lost out on their jobs. As I recall, these District 

officers had been unable to get ahold of Elshoff and learn anything about his 

plans. The night of the Becond meeting, another committee was appointed, 

bo got in touch ivith Elshoff and see what was going to t>e done with wine a. 

I was not on that coTmitteee. I left that mooting, and did not hear of any 
fights or disagreements that were had at that meeting. 


^ T -4- V r> -f- 4- V> /-> >• rr urn e r> * 


?r monf . WpT rl Rnmo tiffie later 

■ — ^ “ - **o 7 “ 


at Redman's hall, 1 was not at this meeting, and did not know anything 
about it until afterwards. 







\ h .« j. 


"There was a mcet^^^a^Githcr the Elks’s cr the K of C hall. 

I was at that meeting. presidcd rf _j 2 _ut“the committee made a 

report . The committee report was made by| 

said that they had gone to the nine, and could not fine 
^hcr^Thcy v/ont to see Edmunson. He said Edmuason had said that Kino B 
had a contract with.tKY* and that if the men went ns a body, as charter 
members into the UI37, that he would uso his influence to got tho min© 
reopened. 


a nej 


vt 4- ra nri ^ +. W 


mon voted to go back to the nvm - 

They voted to go back to the UITT. I think that the main factor in the 
men voting to go to the UKR was that they wantc-d t~> go back to work. They 
would have been just as well satisfied to stay in the Progressive Mine 
Tirkers as gc into the U1TT if they could koop their jobs. They seemed to 
think that they had to j in the UTSV, becauso of their understanding of 
the law, and they could not afford to go through any sort of trouble, 
because the mine had been closed down too long. 


"The elected officers that 



"The men had voted to go back to the UH.7 provided tho mine would 
be reoponod, and provided their would be no discrimination^ After voting 


;} ■: 
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to go into the UMJ«, Edmunson was invited to the hall* I 
do not remember if this was before or after the election 
of officers. He talked to tho men. Ho told us that he 
would welcome the non. hack into the TOST. Ec said that 
if thej -vera to come back that they would havo to sign on application to 
return the UIT7. Ho sa id that if all mthe non cone back to the TJJJ57 as 
charter members, that ho would use all ofliTs influence to see that the mine 
was reopened, Thorp were some questions placed to hin about exonerated 
members, and discrimination and after that hthc men went up and filled out 
the application blanks. They had already takon a voice vote to join the 
TOST. 


[continued) 


"After the meeting, I went over the TOST building with Ednunson and 
tho other local officers. 'Ac were sworn in to the TOST. After that Edmunson 
called Elshoff. An h-ur or so later, Elshoff and Falcetti came to the office. 
Edmunson told them that the union had gone over to the TOST, and that he 
v/anted a contract signed so that the membership could go back to work. 

Falcetti said that ho had examined the nine, and that ho did not know how 
soon it would be possible to open up the nine, Elshoff said tht he did not 
want any trouble at the mine. lie wanted assurance that the mon had joined 
the TO!E. He did not say in so many words that he would not open the mine 
unless the men joined the TOEv', but he did viant the assurance that they 
men had all joined the TO.57 before he vjould open the mine, because he did 

jl * „ m Vs w<i«> "• v» jm i 6 An e e i on ■"> 4" h c rroh! ^ J* O fl T’Vf^ 

IK. b, wunt. ur ly ni ■jru ui uuuiv* nuo Hi- I v w-* ****», 

they did not sign a contract than because it was Sunday* I camo home and 

did not go to tho meeting when tho contract was signed* 


"There was n', trouble at the mine after the nine reopened* I 
think it was tho next day after this meeting that the ferns were turned on, 
and a few days later when the men were able to go down into the mine* 


after the mine reopened* 
what he \ms doing there* 
few days after it opened, 


;s around the mine in tho mornings for a while 
I saw him there frequently, but I do not know 

also around the nine for a 
what ho was doinc thoro cither* 


"I never got any letter from anyone about changing uni ms or 
reopening the mine, I recall only cnc letter, and that was from Ryan, 
saying that ho was sorry that he had to close the nine at that time* 

n Th c reason that I joined the TOST was that I felt that I noDdod to 
do this to work at !*inc A. I thought that when a now operator took ever 
that he did mt have to hire the same mon back that had been there boforo* 
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r v T 1 ~"'VT r '’. "~ T Til 
(continued; 

PUft of A. 


I also thought that Elshoff would have to hire Ulfff nen 
at Llino A because he had a tUTf contract at Kino B. I 
wanted to work, and sol joined the XUSTT to get oy job 
back, even though I would have just as soon stayod in the 


"I have road the above statement on this and four other pages. It 
is all true and accurate. 



(signed) 



(signed) 

signed) F.B.l, 


F .B . I . 
m 
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RE: JOHN L. LBTIS, ET AL 


.IKTERVIET WITH 


who resides at | 

Springfield, Illinois, -was interviewed 


us. 


3l ovnent on 


of September 


can 


1943, by Special Agents _______ _________ 

is a person having an intelligence above that of the average miner# He 01 
express bins elf well, and it is believed that he would make a good witness# 

He gave information set forth in the following stated ®tt 

* Springfield, 111. 

September 16, 1943* 

I am now ^ make the 

following statement to w ^° ^ av ®_ 

identified themselves to""ni^%o be Special Agents of the Federal Bureau of In- 
vestigation, No premises , threats, or consideration of any kind has been given 
to me to make this statement. 


S 1 worked at mine from ivot uiv&il the ti^tr that the local 


k 4 - *n-? i 


A joined the United Wine V/orkers. I was a member of the Progressive.Hine 
Workers of America, but I was never an officer in the local* Up until the 
time that Ryan sold his interest in Mine A there was no talk at all about 


Tv,„ nar urnrA Tr«T*tr Trill 

•liV LUV 4 A *» v A W T j *-**-'■ 


TTpTP 

JUAUXii^ VfiC V***'# 

operation of the local, and also of the international* 


oh «at isfied as far as I know with the 



*Just after the announcement in the paper of the sale of the mine, 
I heard about men talking about changing un^ns^l^i^not attend the first 
meeting when this matter was discussed. * 1 went to the 


second “meeting of the local. An that I can recall was that they tall^^bout 

o do. A t that time the regular mine committee, 

and one other who I do not recall, made a 
report that they had attempt eo to see Eishoff, but that he had refused to rec- 
ognize them, and had said that he was going to operate as a United Mine 'workers 
nine. «e discussed the matt er. M ost of the men wanted to go back to work so 
we decided, and I think even Untold -then too, to go back to work as UI£V, 

a x,t — . ,.,Vin« 44 aw un o _ +in votft for th© Progressives. 

Etiiu U-IktUi nuoii ^x*w mi WU* wu**.vs* ~ ^ T ^ ~ w # w 

That is what happened as far as I know, 
f i rst o^second day after the mine opened, 

I went around to the miner s_ homes after that asking uien to 

^^^^^^^^^^Progressives when they cme to vote. I als^ 

tools out of the nine, but when I went out to the shaft ,MB| 
■■■■■Mand some of the other UM-T men there at the shi 
^^towr^^ge^ny tools unless I joines the Ulffff 


wou 


noi 


"i did not go back to work at Mine A because I «*uulu not join the 
United Mine Workers. I had planned on going to work, and did not have any 
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other job at that time, but I would not go back to work 
under the United Mine Workers. 

*1 think that the reason that the men went and joined the 
ULf. was because they were told that they would not get to work at Mine A un- 
less they were U1L*. They also had heard about what had happened at Mine B # 
and thought Elshoff favored the TOftf because of what happened there. They did 
not want to go through all of that trouble. I did not want to work under those 
conditions, bo I did not join the UMjV. 

”1 have read the above statement on this page and one other page. 

It is true and accurate.” 


INTERVIEW WITH 
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RE: JOHN A* LEA'IS, ET AL. 


INTERVIEW 7,7 TH 



; as_ interviewed at 
nt an 

Joes not read EngT^T^ana does not relate 
clear story# He does not have any information concerning details of the 
switch to United, He expresses himself poorly and is not recommended as 
a witness. His statement is as follows t 


Illinois 
17, 1943. 


ery 



Septeml 



[make the following voluntary statement to 
both of whom I know to be Special Agents 
^^Tod^a^Turea^T?^nvc£tigation. No threats or promises have been made 
to me to induce me to make a statement* 


n My address Illinoi^an^^ai^icj^employed 

at Mine A as a track lcyer^^^wos born in came 

to the U,S. inJBBJand became a U.S. citi reninjH^^^^mve worked in 
the mines nearl^all of my life and I joined U.uIvT^wnen I firBt started 
mining. I started at kino A in 1935 and at that time I joined P.M.A* I 
was working at Mine a in. 1941 and the mine closed down for the summer* 

That fall, about September, I got a letter from Ryan telling that he had 
sold Mine A to Elshoff . I did not feel good about that, I thought that he 
wouldn't start Mine A and I saw in the paper that Elshoff might pull the 
coal through tine B. 

n I yrent to a P*M*A. meeting at Progressive Hall In Springfield 
which was called to see what was going to happen at the mine. Tie were told 
that the mine wouldn’t open unless under U.li.Ti. and there was some more 
+.nlir_ m an wn should out what wns rein? to hannon at Mine A* 


there * 


W I went to another meeting but I don’t remember what happened 


”1 went to a third meeting, at the Elk’s Club, and at this meet- 
ing we were told that if we joined U.M.Ti. the mine would open. I don t 
remember what else was said, but we had a vote and the men all voted to 
join United Mine uorkers. I joined U.M.7T, that time because I wanted to 
get ny job backs I had been told that Elshoff would not open the mine 
unless the men joined U.li.vT. 

u No one ever threatened me to moke me join any union* Unions 
are about the same but I know some of the fellows didn’t join U.1C* <* and 
never went back to Mine A* 

•The above statement has been read to me byflm^m&jad is true 
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KTERVIEu T.'IT H 
(continued ) 


and correct to the best of my memory. 


/*/ 



Viitne s sc s : 



Special Agents. FBI, U.S. 


Dept* of Justice* 
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s£ t JOHN L. LET.IS, ET AL. 


INTERVIEW I.TTH 


very well . 


Springfield, 

Illinois, was interviewed at hi ^Tes^ff noe on_^egtember 
15, 1943, b y Specia l Agents 

who Bpeoksan^ stands Hnglisli 
He is Yfilling to testify. He said he has no criminal record* 


The following signed statement was obtained from 



"Springfield, 111. 
September 15, 1943. 


make the following voluntary statement to 
whom I know to be Special Agents of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, of my own free will, with no threats or 
promises made to me. 


"I am liv 

cun working 
I was bora 



ringfield. 111. and 
Springfield, 
when I 


.... ... 4- i'-'ini 4 m 1 O.^Q 

Tt’i r- J. xu Vi*'- « .*.*..* xw w f 

of 1940, end worked until it closed down in the spring of the next year. 

I had decided to quit, because my health was bothering me, and I didn’t 
plan on going back to work in the mines. I didn't go to any union moot- 
ings, and don't taiov^n^hing that went on in the summer of 1941. However, 
in that summer, saw me at the tavern one day and asked me to 

join the U.li.I.. , tha^Tin^i would open up much sooner if 1 did. I told 
him I waaft going back to work in the mines, and he didn't say any^ing more. 


M I have redd the foreguing, tuid abate thut jlu a© uuo vy yu t? 


-t _ A 


best of my knowledge, 


witnesses s 



Special .agents, F.B7T7 
Springfield, 111. 
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understand. He gave information set forth on the following statement* 


of Investigation. No promisee, threats, or consideration of any kind has 
boon made to me to make this statement. 

*1 have worked at Mine A for about wk years. I was working 
at Mine A at the time that RIAN sold the mine to EL^nGFF * I do not remember 
anybody talking about changing unions before Uie sale* The men were satis* 
fied as far as I know with the Progressive Mine Workers of America# I was 
satisfied with the PMU. I did not attend meetings of the PM very regularly. 
X attended only one meeting vhen tho matter of tho change in 
Mie . t *h>.-('nV that it TATfLft at Redman's hall- As I recall 

V M ^ M VW4 ■ ^ V • V * — W •* - — — - 

told us that night that they were going to close, and dismantle Mine A, and 
take the coal out through Mine B. As I recall the thought that we would be 
better off if we joined the United Mine Workers. I do not recall the de- 
tails. I do not think that I went to the meeting when the men voted and 
signed up with the TJlfff. I think that when I joined tho TOW, that about 200 
men had already joined up. I joined up because I needed to work, and the men 
had already joined the UMH. 


n 


Springfield, 111. 
September 17, 1943 



I am an American 
Th^fonowing statement to 
have identified themselves 


ii 


% name is 




t is true and accurate. 



A/ 
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[was interviewed at his residence, 

>pringfield, Illinois, on t he afternoon ol 

1943, _by Special Agent and 

is b person havin^fi^^mteT^gSioe 
about equal to that of the average miner. He is difficult to understand, 
and does not understand English very well. He gave information set forth 
in the following statement: 


Springfield, 111# 
September 17, 1943 


I was born in| 
employed at Mine A. 


n iiy name is 

|1 am an American 

statement to who have 

identified themselves t^m^r^D^sp^^^^^genx^o^xh^reQera^sureau of 
Investigation. No promises, threats or consideration of any kind has been 
made to me to make this statement. 


n I have worked at Mine A sinoe 1933 or 1934. I was employ- 
ed at the mine when RYAN sold the mine. Before that time the men belonged 
to the Progressive Mine Workers of Amerioa. Before the sale of the mine, 
there had been no talk that I know of about the man wanting to ohange unions. 
They were all satisfied, as far as I know, with the Progressives. I ms 
satisfied. I did not go to the PM.I meetings very often, and was not in- 
terested much in the affairs of the union. I cannot understand English too 
well, and when things go on at the meetings, I have to have them explained 
to me. 


"I think I was at the meeting when the men signed up for 
the UMW. There was some talk about going to work if we Joined the UMtf. The 
rest of the men were signing ttp with the TO4Y, so I did, too. I would have 
been satisfied to have continued to work as a FMtf. 


on this page to me. 



has read the above statement 


He declined to sign this statement because he could not 
read it personally. 
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Re: JOiW L. LEWS, £T Al. 



Springfield^ Illinois, 
s residence on the afternoon of 


STERVIE^ w'ITH 

was interviewe 

Septerobeij6^9A^DV Special Agents 

and has an intelligence above 

of th^a^^^^^m^r^H^na^ai^accentwhich makes him difficult to under- 
stand, but furnished the following signed statement. 

"Springfield, 111 
September 16, 19^3 « 

"My name is HUHK I was horn 

am an American citezen . I am no g employe; 

I make the following statement to 

and have identified themselve^u^ni^t^^^o^rclal 

Agent^o^^^^ec^Ri Bureau of Investigation. No promises, threats, 
or consideration of any kind has been made to me to make this statement. 


antne^Treek 



"I worked at line A for 5 or 6 years until Ryan sold the mine. 
In 1941, the mine was closed down for the summer. I got some work 
on the outside and was working. I intended to go back to work at 
the mine when it opened. I heard that the mine had been sold, and 
that the union had gone over to the United Mine Workers. I was a 
member of the Progressive Aine iiorkers at that time. I decided that 
if the mine was going to work as a Uii* mine that I would not go back. 

I did not want to change unions, and did not go to work because I 
did not want to join the Uli». I did not attend any meetings where the • 
matter of changing of unio'is was discussed. I do not know why the 
men changed. I am a progressive Miner now. Before Mr. Ryan sold 
Mine A there was no talk about changing unions. Everyone was satis- 
fied with the union as it was, as far as I know. 


"I have read the above statement on this page. It is true 
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INTERVIEW uXTH 


was interviewed at his re si deuce , i 

HHMHHKmh T 1 1 1noiB j os 

«<^rnnon l^ r ^^^ffer*'l8. & 1943, b y Special ifients 

advised ^hat he is 

a to be?.ong to any labor union. 

He has been a foreman for ■■■■ years. He had no infora^dm^ertinent 
to this investigation, anri^n^^Tertement was attempted. bom 
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He: JOHN L. LEAIS, ET AL. 


INTERVIEW wITH 



rterv^wed 

by Special Agents at 

which time it was n^ec^na^U|^^p?asnoted to 
speak very poor English. He is apparently below average in intelligence 
and it is believed he would make a poor witness^ 

Ioy. the follovring signed statement executed byi 



is set forth be- 


MHV in 

^beptJ14, 1§43 



to 

of inveeuig" 
me to make any statement. 


make the following voluntary statement 
Special Agents of the Federal bureau 
or promises have been made to induce 


born and have been 

U. 5. citizen since a and reside 

at been a miner all my life and joined the 

I joined the progressive union in 1932 when 
the rest of the went progressive. I was a member of pro- 

gressive when I started at Mine A in 1937. I have never held any 
union office. 


"Everything was going along fine in the spring of 1941 when 
the mine shut down for the season. Sometime in the early fall or 
late summer I got a letter from Ryan saying that he had sold 
Eine a to Elshoff. I heard that the mine was going to be operated 
by united men. I wont to a couple of the meetings held by progres- 
sive, but don't remember anything about what was said those times 
about how the nine was going to operate, I didn't go to any 
meeting at the U.K>. hall and joined the U .K.W. union just be- 
fore I started back at >oine a in the fall of 1941. They told me 
I couldn 't work unless I joined united. Nobody hit me and nobody 
forced me to join any union, I do not know how Elshoff felt about 
the unions. 


"1 have read over this statement of 2 pages and it is true to 
the best of my memory. 


m Witnessed: 


/S/ 



Special Agents, 

-U.S. Dept, of Justice" 
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tcleph ?no 

was Interviewed atTiTTcslde nco on September 17, 

Snnn^ nl .1 pn+.c finfj 

— - tv- J — *- 

is a di . or at tine "A* 1 , was b jrn in 
cane t •> the U. S. in ®HMind became a U. S. citizen in 
cannot speak ir understand E^iish wall, has a very poor memory 
n t take a satisfact Try witness. He advisod he has he criminal *• 




The fjll.min 


si. Tied st to. lent was 


obtained, fr jd 



"Sprin field, 111. 
Sept. 17, 1943 


_Spri n L i'icld, 111. , 

rjake th e f oiler.; in p voluntary stat'e. ’.cnt te | 

whoa I know to be Special .1 ents of the federal c uroau of Invest!- 
ation.' I make it without fear of threat force of promise of. any kind. 


n I work as a di.’ ’cr 
caae 1 1 the U . 5 . in® 


at tine t*”, & was born in 

Mi and became a U. S. citizen in 



"I started to work in Mine "A" Springfield about 4 was 

then c. member of the United tine "orkers of America Union. In 1932 I 
joined the Progressive Uni >n because our whole local did because John 
L. Levis stole the ballots. • 


•'In late sur.Tr.jr of 1941 I read tliat Elshoff bou ht line "A M from 
Ryan. I heard people talkin - that "A" would not open unless the non wont 
Uh.d I also hear t talk that they would pull coal free, tine "A" thru tine ”B". 
No nc told me I had to join Ur..' and no >nc forced or threatened nc in 
any way. 


«I can not remember much about what happened during this time, 
but one night jMHBIHHtoId me there was going to be a meeting and 

TT>rT7 +.hp Wine B A n would ODen. I 

uiva i/ amiiuiiUJwi wu-i-v^ >. w- Kji w -- - * 

went to the meeting that ni^ht, which I think was held at the UHT7 ball. 

■ffe Toted to join UI5T, Bdoundson talked and told us the Mine f, A ,? would open 
in two weeks, and I joined UK.. No one forced or threatened me in any way 
to join U!!U, and I joined to keep my job at Mine "k" , I would rather 
have stayed PKk had I have noticed no difference at Mine "A" under UVU 
than under FLA, I prefer PWA to U1W. 
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i continue 


flhid statement of two pages has teen read to me and it 
H.S true and correct to the best of my knowledge." 



•r.i 


itness 



Special n.,_;ent, F.B.I. 
Special Agent F.3.I.* 1 
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Re: JOHK L. LEWIS, ET AL 


INTERVIEW. WITH 


[and 

criminal vcorc 
would ma« a good 


Springfield, Illinois, was interviewed "air 
home September 18, 1943 by Special Agent s { 

" 1 ■ stated that he did not have a 

is able to speak and understand English well and 



t,ness. 


[furnished the following statement: 

"Springfield, 111., 

September 18, 1943* 

mp f ieldj 

111., make the following voluntary statement to 

whom I know to be Special Agents of the Federal Bureau of 
Tvestigation, no force, threats, or promises have been made in obtaining 
this statement and I know that what I may say may be used in a court of 
law. 


"I was born in 



"I was employed at Mine "A" abou 
Mine "A" at the present time as a digger. ‘ 



d I am employed at 


"I joined UMW 111. I remained a member of 

U.K.*. until 1932 at whic^5ii^^jo5ne3rPt:A as UMW wanted to cut the 
wage scale. 


"In Sept. 1941 I rrad in the newspaper that Elshoff bought Mine 
"A". I thought at that time that Mine "A" would operate as always as a 
PMA mine. 


"Prior to the time Elshoff bought Mine "A" the employees were 
satisfied with P.K.A. I thought PKA was a good union being operated for 
its members. 


tl T fAVi 4 - k t-iTi 

• ' 4_ j. oi vw> 


of Fllft. rather than because the members 
of HiA elect the officials and delegates whereas they are appointed in 
UKT. 


"I heard from someone that Elshoff was going to operate Mine "A" 
through Mine "B". I did not pay any attention to this because I did not 
think it would happen. I also heard that Elshoff would not open Mine "A" 
unless the employees joined TOP?. I do not know where I heard this. I 
decided I would not do anything to prevent the change from FMA to TOW and 
that I would wait and see what happened. 
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL 


INTERVIEW WITH 



"I attended one meeting at PMA hall a few days 
after Elshoff bought Vine "A". I knew o^this 
etinE as notice was i n the newspaper. 

of the local PMA was 

in char i* 5 of this meeting! someone stated at this meeting Mine "B" employees 
were wording at Line "A" and Elshoff was to start an U&IW union at Mine “A". 

A committee was appointed to call Elshoff to find out what was going to 
happen at Mine "A”. The committee was unable to locate Elshoff. I was 
not told at this meeting that I should join U.li.W. 


"I did not attend any meetings after the one I attended at F&A 
hall, although I read in the newspaper that there was going to be a meeting 
at the Elks Club and I later read in the newspaper that the employees of 
Mine "A 11 voted at the Elks Club to join UMW. 


"No UVW organizer attempted to get me to join UMW. 

"About two days before Mine "A" opened in Sept. 1941, I went to 
the UMW building and joined UMW so that I could return to work at Mine 
"A". 


"Conditions at Mine "A" have been about the same under DMW as 
they were under PEA . 


"From t ime to time from 1932 to 1941 I was a pit commit teeman 
for was 

that period of time^ 


"In 1941 I would have perfered to have remained a member of 
PMA and I joined UK* only so that I could work at Mine "A". 

"I have had this statement consisting of four pages read to • 
me and it is true and correct to the best of my knowledge. 


(Signed) 


Witnessed: 



Special Agent F.B.I. 
Special Agent, F.B.I." 
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VAttnf *r * iMu j ▼ 

nc,: outin n. nE..iiD, tx ju. 


IITTCRVIE:: tteth 


Springfield, Illinois, 

‘was'^nTervTewe ^^^TiiF' home on Sep te mber 17, 1943 b y 
Special 

stated he did not have a crSTna^record^jB^j^^uiasiuaiffi- 
cult to .j'eak and understand Englisl^an^would no'^mak^^^good witness. It 
•was obvious from the interview that jgSSp was not in sympathy with the 
investigation although he stated no on^^^ud him not to furnish any informa- 
tion or talked to him about the investigation. 




furnished the following 


statement! 


"Springfield, HI. 
September 17, 1943 


Sprlng flejd^_Ill. , n ako the 

following whom 
I know to be Special Agents of tneT^aerf^^urea^o^invest^auion^^No 
force, throats or promises have been made in obtaining this statement and I 


> A 4 Vl 1+ wV-1 4- T lVl^ 1' 

A.Hs.*W1 UlLLi <u, MitCLL/ J- 1-JCiJ i 


mir Kr. viertif^ i n r> 
j.*.- j k/s, uuvu x i* »* 


^ IP*. 


^^"1 was born in 
and I became 
Springfield, 111. 



naturalized citizen 


emmi grated 
of the U.S. in “ 



the U.S. 
in 


"I became a member of Ulf.j in ancl I remained a member of UK7 until 

1932 at which time I became a membei^S: Plw. because my local Ulf.7 union changed 
to 1. 1 * . 


"In abrut Sept. 1941 someone told ue that Elshoff bought Mine "A" from 
Ryan. I thought at that time that Mine "A" wo Id become an UK7 mine be- 
cause Mine "B" which was operated by Elshoff was UM7, 


"Before Elshoff bought Mine "A" the non were satisfied with IMA. I 
thought PI 'A was a good union, but it made no difference to me whether I was 
a member of UIf.7 or PMA. 


"I did not hear anyone say that Mine "A" could be operated through 
Mine "B«. 


"ii few days after Elshoff bought Mine I attended a meeting of 

tsiti, #.+ t ytir Vi.11 » + +>>■? e rv-oH no that, if t.he= mi nflrs at, 

yruv a w x mjt UU4.X* MV *'***»*' w ** > " — — - — - 

Mine "A" did not jo^^jHT^JKie "A" would not be opened. I do not remember 
what else went on at this meeting. 


"I attended a meeting at Elks Club on a Sunday in Scot. 1941. 

I was in charge of this meeting and told us that if we did not join UiW, 
"A" would be closed. I voted that day to join UiTo so that I could work 
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RE: JOHN L. LET..TS, ET AL 


at Hine "a". I joined Uli/.that day^^i^aot rernomb r who 
HHH||||HH|Pp spoke this other thaj^mmm one 

TconTinuca^^^ asked ne to join Uli.j. I joined voluntarily. 

"I ^'id not attend or know of any other nestings between the tine 
Eishoff b.u^iit Mine "A" and the tine I joined TJH.J, 

n I do not see any difference in the conditions at J£ine n A n under U2t» 
than they wore under P.1J.A. 

"I its s employed at Mine "A” in about a digger and I an employed 

at Mine at the present tine. 

"It r. lakes n .■ difference to no whether I an a nenber of UM.V or FKA, 


W I have had this stntoncnt consisting of three pages read to no and 
it is true and correct to the’ best of qy knowledge.” 


/s / 



fl .iitnesscd:_- 



Special A. : ent - F.B.I. 
pecio.l A,;ent, F.B.I. w 
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BE* JGHK L. LKTilS, ET AL. 


wtehyiet; t,ith 


^ Springfield, Illinois, 

^^^Jstated he did not have a criminal record. is vmable to spear 

and understand English very well and would make a very poor witness. 

The following signed statement was obtained from^ 



" Springfield, 111. 
September 18, 1943* 


Springfie^^^I^^^make the 
a n am 


following voluntary statement to ^ 

I know to be Special Agents of the Ft dc-ra] - ^ "Bureau of Investigation. Ho 
force, threats, or promises have been made in obtaining this statement and 
I know that what I nay cay may be used in a court of law. 


"I was born in 

flMB and became a naturalize 
share. 


about 

Petersburg, 111 


e mmigrate d to the U .S« 

in 


11 1 was employed at kin© "A* about 
fcine "A" at the present time as a digger.- 


U.S. in, about 
and I am employed at 


11 Some one told me in about Sept. 1941 that Elshoff bought kino 
1? A". I thought at that time that Mine "A 11 would become an XMJ mine as 
Elshoff operated Mine "B ff as UMvT. 

"Before Elshoff bought Mine "A* the employees were satisfied 
with R1A. I thought FMA was a good union, but it made no difference to me 
whether I was a member cf FUA or UMh. 

"Someone told me that Elshoff would operate Mine "A" through 
Mine IT B n anc that Elshoff would not operate Mine w A n unless the employees 
joined UO. I do not know whe told me this. I dedided to join Vm so that 
I could work at tine "A" but it made no difference to me whether I was a 
member of UtfH or FkA* 


W I did not attend any meetings between the time Elshoff bought 
Mine n A" and the time I joined IMVi in Sept* 1941. I do not know whether 
I had notice of such meetings or not. I took no interest in union activities. 

"Someone told mo that if I wanted to work at liine "a" I would 
hfvo to join TM7I as Mins "A" was an UL5? mine. I went to the Ittfif building 
and voluntarily joined ULITF so that I could go to work at Uine "A" in Sept. 
1941. 



c 


HE: JOHN L. LE.tlS, ET AL. 



"Conditions at Mine "a" have teen the same under HUH &a 
they were under FUA« 

*1 find it difficult to speak and understand English, 
therefore. I do net know what takes place between unions end I do not take 
any int^r.st in union activities. No CMu organisers attempted to get me 
to join ULTTr. 


"I have had this statement consisting of three pages read to me 
and it is true and correct to the best of my knowledge. 


/»/ 



witnessed: 



Special Agent, FBI, 
Upeciai iigent , F.B.I. 
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Re: JOHN L. LELVIS, ETAI . 


INTERVIEW WITH 


, Springfield, 

111. was"inte^^w ed at h ^^TOige on Septembe^l6^W43 
by Special Agents |B and 

stated he did not have a criminal record^J^|BHsable tospeak Eng list 
but would not make & good witness as he is an old man and he has no in- 
formation to offer. 



J- -U ~ ^ - -, 4 - - 

UliU O bd WCWICU^ » 


"Springf ield, HI. 
September 16, 1943 



Spr ingfield 
and 



HI. make 
whom 


the following voluntary statement to 
I know to be Special Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. No force, 
threats or promises have been made in obtaining this statement and I know that 
what I may say may be used in a court of law. 


"I was born 



11 1 was employed at Mine 


ment of Mine 'A* until Feb. 1942. 


ny health. 



* A* in about 1932 and remained in the emplcy- 
I stopped working at Mine * A' on account of 



a miners union, in 

in an a i .loinea u.fi-.w. in aooux. I remained a member of u.iU». 


"I became a member of] 

Jand I joined U.M.W. in about 

until 1932 at which time I joined P.M.A. I changed from U.M.W. to F.M.A., be- 
cause U.L'.iV. wanted to cut the wage scale. I took no active part in the forma- 
tion of P.M.A. I was not active in union activities and I have never held 
office in any union. 


"In about Sept. 1941 I read in the newspaper that ELSHOFF bought 
Mine 'A* from RYAN, I thought at that time that ELSHOFF would make Mine *A* 
an U.M.W. mine as he changed Mine 1 B' from P.M.A. to U.M.W. It made no 
difference to me that ELSHOFF bought Mine *A f . 


"Before ELSHOFF bought Mine 'A' the employees of Mine 'A* were 
satisfied with P.M.A. I thought P.M.A. was a good union, being operated for its 
members, but it made no difference to me whether I was a member of P.M.A. car 
U.M.W. as both unions were alike. 

"No U.M.W. organizer attempted to get me to join U.M.W. 

"1 heard a rumor from an unknown source that Mine 'A* could be 
operated through Mine *B’ . I thought at this time that Mine 'A* would be 
operated through Mine ’ B* if the employees of Mine *A* did not join U.M.W. I 
also heard from an unknown source that ELSHOFF would not operate Mine 'A 1 un- 
less the employees of Mine ‘A* joined U.M.W. I decided at this time that I 
would join U.M.W. if it would make it possible for me to go back to work. 





Re: JOHN L. LET.. IS, ETAL. 


"I did not attend any meetings between the time 
ELSHOFF bought Mine 1 A’ and when Mine * A' started to 
operate in Sept. 1941. I heard that there were 
meetings at the F.M.A. hall, but I did not attend 
as I did not want to take an active part in the union and I would do anything 
majority of the members wished to do. I did not attend or know of the 
meeting t Hg Flks C lub in Sept* s 

lt About two weeks after Mine *A* opened in Sept. 1941 I returned to 
work and joined U.U.W. that day, as I had heard that the employees of l£ine *A T 
voted to join I joined U.K.W. to get a job at Mine f A f and it made no 

difference to me whether I worked under U.L'.W* or P.14A* 



n Conditions under U.UflrJ, at Mine ’A 1 were the same as they were 
under F.L'.A, 


"I have had this statement consisting of three pages read to me 
^nd it is true and correct to the best of my knowledge* 



(signed) 



£ Special Agent, F.B.I. 
■pecial Agent, F.B.I* 11 


- 642 - 


c 


6 


Re: JOHi L. LEWIS, ET AL. 



INTERVIEW rt ITH 


Springfield, 

Illinoi^^ga^inter^^wed a t his home by Sp ecial 
Agents rati 

September 16, 1943. flHHflKtated that he did no^haveR^rifflSai re- 
cord, He was unable understand English very well and would 

not make a good witness, fm^refused to sign a statement as to the 
information furnished by him because he could not read the statement. 


[furnished information as set out in the following 


statement : 


’’Springfield, Ill_, 
September 16, 1943. 





m 

u of 


rfield, 

make the following voluntary ST.5T5!!l§nt ta^mimmHHpandJ 
whom I know to be Special Agents of the reaera^Bureau 
JvesT^ation^ no force, threats or promises have been made in obtaining 
this statement and I know that what I may say may be used in a court 
of law. 

”1 was born inA^HHU^HHjH^mHUf enmi grate dto the 
U, S. in jHHand J- became^W^W^^^^^^^^^^^^o^the b.S, "inUM in 


Spring fie] 


LU. 


"I was employed at Mine 'A' in about 
sent time employed at iclre as a digger. 


d I am at the pre- 


"I joined UM4 in Springfield, 111., and I remained a 

member of UM« until 1932. I cfflged from UK,; to Pitt in 1932 because 
ny local Uii» union changed. I do not know why my local OliV union changed. 


”1 read in the newspaper in about Sept. 1941 that Elshoff 
bought wine 'A'. At the time I read this I thought Elshoff would force 
Mine ‘A 1 to become an Ulf: mine as he operated Mine 'B' as an U16V mine. 


"The employees at Mine 'A* were satisfied with PUA. prior to the 
time Elshoff bought the mine. I thought El !A was a good union being 
operated for its members, but it made no difference to me whether I was 
a member of Pitt or IM». 

"I heard a rumor from an unknown source that Mine ’A f could be 
operated through lane »B’. I thought at this time that if the employees 
cf Mine 'A* did not join Ulfo, «ane 'A' would be closed and operated , 
through idne T B ' . I also heard from an unknown source that Elshoff 
would not open Mine 'A' unless the employees joined O 1 **. *fhen I heard 
this I decided to join UMn so that I could work at the mine* 

wa few days after Elshoff bought Mine ’A’ someone told me "that 
P?tt was to have a Mseting at PMA. hall. I attended this meeting, but I do 
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Re; JOHI L. LEmlS. ET AL. 



difficult to understand English. I did not hear of 
any other meetings at ^A hall nor a meeting at 

5unday in Sept. 1941 I attended 


a meeting at the Elks 0 



vas in charge of this meeting. 


I voted at this meeting to jo^^E^oecaus e all the others present voted 
to join Uli ar.d i vfanted to keep my job at *ine *A«, Edmundson of Ul£7 
gave a talk at the end of the meeting. I do not know what was said at 
the meeting as could not understand what was said. I joined Ul*" after 
the meeting, at the Elks Club. I did not go to the UiiU building at the end 
of the meeting. 

"Conditions at Line ’A' are the same under as they were ' 

under P.tJ.A. 

"I have had this statement consisting of three pages read to me 
and it is true and correct to the best of my knowledge. 

"..'itnessed 

(^mmm^refused to sign this statement because he finds 
it difficult to understand Englist^nc^ie could not understand why the in- 
vestigation was being conducted. j|m^ stated that the statement was 
correct; that no one at i&ne "A" or elsewhere told him not to sign a state- 
ment, ) 


/S/ 



'Special Agent F C I 



Special Agent, F.B.I." 
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3V. -JhHV J . 7 BT.7TS, ET AJ, 


INTERVIEW WITH 





Springfield , 

residenc^^i^Segtember 17^ 
,nd i 

was horn 1 


Linois, was interview; 

1943 by Special *£ents 

ervnirc ao fl i/jPT" A+. W") DA 

came to the U. S. in JH^and became a U. S. citiaen in 

at Springfield, Illinois. He does no^speak or understand English very we 
and would make an unsatisfactory witness. He advised he has never been 
arrested. 




furnished the following signed statement* 


"Springfield, 111, 


T ^ 


n r\ i n- 


the following^oluntary statement and^SII^^HlHUP 

whom I know to be Special agents of vi^roaera^^ureau of Investigation. I 
make it without fear of threat, force or promise of any kind. 


oyod as a digger at M^ie "id 1 . I was born in 
came to the U.S, in and became a tF.S. 
a meaberof u157 in I started to work in Hinc "A", 

Springfield, in about ^-93 ^ I joined the Progressive Union because 

wo did not want uhe reduction in wa^c scale which TJMW wanted to give us. 

No one forced or threatened me in any way. 


"I am cmpl 
1 became 



citizen in 


"In early fall of 1941 I read in the paper tte^^ron sold Mine "A" 
to Elshoff. at a FKa meeting right at that time , 4HBIV us that 
RYi.'J had said Elshoff said if we want UI.5.', Elshoffwoul^opon Mine B A n 

and if wc did not the coal could be hauled from Mine "A" thru Mine "B". No 

one from UMl'v or the Company told us wo would have to join Utiu and no one 
forced or threatened mo in any. way to join UM/. I felt if I wanted to work 
at Mine "a" I would have to join U1W. It made no difference to me if I was 

i HA or UK.Y, just so I could keep my job. 


"This first FKA meeting was_at^Jjhe_Pl^hall, and_then o n Sunday,- I be- 

13,19a, J vont to 

meeting at the Elks CJuj^wherc we voted to join Uu™, and right after the 
meeting I signed up With UMU. The committee told us at this meeting that they 
had seen Elshoff who said if wc would go tMf the mine would open. -I joined 
Ulfll because I wanted my job. Edmundson talked to us and welcomed us to UI£7. 

"I notice no difference at Mine "a" under UMtf or PIT. except P?IA could 
settle things with the committee, but UMif has to go to higher officials but 
I do not caie which I belong to, just so I work. 


_ _ 

— V W - 





nr, i 


r 


_ ,.*■{ - --'j - . ■■ * .*■ -*.*■'■ 



■,\.y ty\y:i,‘ 


C 


JOHS L. LEMS. ET ^ 


:Hvm: jth 



"At the HIu neetinc a connittee had been appointed to 
see Elshoff and this connittee was the one which 
reported at the Hla neetin^ which was held abmt a 
week later. 


’’This statement of tw ■> pa tes has been road to nc and it is true and 
correct to the best )f zy knowledge. M 


,r ,.’itnesoed: - 



fat 


Special i‘. ont , F.B.I. 

Special •>. ent F.B.I. rt 


, 5 . . 
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RE* JOHN Ii* L EuXS, ET AL» 


[NTERVIE.; 7,ITH 




and understaTi 
would not make 


Spring- 

field, Tllincis, was interviewed at his jresidence on 
Septem ber 18, 1943, by Speci al Agents 

was born in _ 

eyed as a digger Mine He can speak 

IrTglish fairly well, but has a poor memory and therefore 
a satisfactory witness* He advised he had never been arrested. 


The following signed statement was obtained f ram < 

"Springfield, 111 • 

Sept* 18, 1943. 

■I, 

make the following 

whom I know to be Special agents of the P ol 
make it without fear of threat, force or promise of any kind. 



was bom in ^ ^ employed 

at Mine 11 A n as an entryman* I first start ed wor king in coal mines when 
I started at the Mine V, Springfield, in|H^ I then joined the United 
IZine Workers of America Union. In 1932 1 joined the Progressive Union be- 
cause the majority of my local did. 


"I did not, and I do net, care what Union I belong to. One is 
just the same as the other to me, just so I have food for my children# 

"I read about Ityan selling Hi no *k n to Elshoff in about Sept*, 
1941. I didn't think very much about it. I went to two meetings at PMA 
hdqtrs, one at Redraan Hall and one at the Elks Club. 

"The men at Mine "A" didn't seem to talk much except they all 
wanted to work. At this first meeting they all wanted to know whether Mine 
*A n would open. So they appointed a Committee to see Elshoff to see if he 
was going to open Mine ”A”. I did not hear any one say that Mine rt A n would 
not open if we did not join Ulfu* 

ir At the second meeting at FMA hdqtrs, talked, but I cannot 

remember what he said or what else was said. 

w At the meeting in Redman Hall the men talked about going back 
to work, but 1 cannot remember much about that. I heard some talk about 
the company pulling coal from Mine tt A Jt thru Mine n B". I do not remember 
anyone saying that Elshoff or anyone else said if we joined TMt he would 
open the Mine n A w . E veryone was tal kin^an^^^wa^so confused I cannot 
remember what I there was 

tc be a meeting at 14, 1941, at 2 rOO 

o'clock, so I went. i*e voted then to join tMW and then Ecimundson talked* 
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RE: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL. 



or he may hare talked b.f«r. « 
reneitoeT . X then signod_u p for Wrf, »» tno 
back tol 

.» didn’t »a*e any difference to ne .hichecicn had control, 
and I still «l=i‘'t care * 

r This statement of two pages has been read to me and it is true 
and correct to the best of my knowledge. 



Viitnesses : 


RBi JOBK L. LE17IS, ET AL 





r- 

vicwod at his rosidonoo ] 

Springf ield * Illinois, by 

on September 17 j 1943 JHIIHB- s 

TJrt «ir o VrtTn A Vi j 

Ho speaks and understand English well, and would 
tioTaotcry witness* Ho advised ho has novor boon arrostod* 
gavo the following signed statement to agents » 


"Springfiold, 111. 
Sept • 17, 1943. 



of investigation* 
of any kind* 


when I know to be Spooiul .agents of the Federal Bureau 
1 make it without four of throat, force or promise 


n I on employe d as a top nan at Mine V. I was bora in 

I first wont to work in coal nines 

in 1 1 nI I III ii | iiimI UMW, 

in about In 1932 I Joined tho Progrossivo Union booauso the rest 
of the IMY looal changed to Hia and I wanted to keop ny Job. I would 
have proforrod to stay with TH7, but no one forood no in any way to 

T nlwcvfi nroforrod tJHW« 


j _ i _ T 3 »r . 
JUUi XTAU* 


>-i tf i c*A un f K H/a tirkff 

— " -- -. v* * - - — 


’’In about Sept, of 1941 I read that RYjJI sold llino "a" to 
KLSH0FF. I innod iately felt that wo would have to Join Mf if we wanted 
to w .rk at Mine V" booauso ELSHJFF was operating Mine W B" and that was 
TUT-7. Ho one free Off. 7 or the company over told no I would have to Join 
Otn nor did they toll ne that Mino "ix B would not opon oxoopt under 
UT7. 


"But tho non who worked at Mine ''a" talked arsi they said 
S1SH0PF would not open "a" unless the non wont IMW* I also heard tails 
that if "a" did not go TM7, thoy would not open "a" and would pull 
ooal frem "a" thru Mine "B”. 

B I never have hold on offioc in any union and I was uot 
interested in union aotivitios. ^d“ter I road that EI5H0PF bought Iline 
and until tho Mino w a" opened in about Sept, of 1941, I only at- 
tended one mooting of any kind — and that was ut tho Elk^s Club* ^ 
Some of tjis non told ne about this neoting and thoy told no if wo would 


RE* JOHN L* iznsi, wr 



IRT3R7Ial ~/ITH 


go ttl/ the iliac S iv" would bo 'opened* 


iiinc "x" would not upon un 
the nen voted to go U1T>J* 



»*.t this nocting I do not rancnbcr any 
one talking, except the nun Buying that 

4- Vi rs nT"i "t (\ twvi^ Thjro vras a vote and 

Oiiv, 1 iwai ■****'- * ' ’ ▼ ” 


the ncn. I then signed up with IM7, and then wont hone. 

"I prefer working out at V 1 new undor HMU than I did undor 
I prefer IM'f over Riu* 

This statement of two pugos has boon road to mo and it is 
true and ourrcct tc the best of ay knowledge* 




>eoiuI t B 

| Soecial FtB#!* 11 



i 





RL: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL 




lien who were m miners at Mine ”A" in April 1341, but who are 
now deceased: 


CHECK, JOSEPH NICHOLAS 
DANIELS, PIILIPO 
DERUY , GEORGE 
FLAJ'INI , CONCETTO 
GYER, HARVEY SYLVESTER 
HANKLEY, WALTER GUY 
KOZAK, JOHN KANTY 


MLAKER, BERT JOSEPH, JR. 
MULLEN, HARRY HENRY 
NORTON i JOHN WILLIAM 
PALUMBO, JOE 
RITZ, RUDOLPH 
STRAUS, WILLIAM 
WALUNTUS, TONY 


have 

Mine 


pr 6 

"B" 


The following men, who were FMA miners at Mine "A" 

? "l _ _ L a, j Wl j J 4 ■**. « rm«S a 1\ n « 4" Vs AVf A * 1 B r\ 

Viuuny UOOIl XAJL^d VAOWDU| inaoiUMWi d - m »4.u« 

in May 1937 : 


in April 1941, 

pWA jn ri® J* J 




T m tt-rt m +" ■? aao +■ 4 esVs 

*. i.L VCO V AW -»-A 


‘ 1 aA •? r» ^ r*.n +*. n 


were PL£A miners at Mine "A 11 in April 1941, 
ity of Springfield, Illinois: 


that the following persons who 
are presently located in the vicin- 
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RE: JOHN L* LEWIS, ET A L 


The following persons who were FMA miners at Mine in April 
1941, advised upon interview that they had never returned to worlc at Mine ’’A* 
after April 1941, and consequently had no information concerning the switch 
in union affiliations by the mine employees: 
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RE: JOHN L. LBtfIS, ET AL 


ILLINOIS 


*w 0F 

JOURNAL Kfi,<SPAFEKb ur 
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REVIEW OF ILLINOIS STATE REGISTER ASD 
ILLINOIS STATE JOURNAL NEWSPAPERS OF BPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS 

A review of the IllinoiB State Register over the pertinent {(eriod^ 

with vrhich this inveBtigtH^i^^^cotteerned v;as ™^ e ky Special Agents 

land Pertinent information obtained from 

E^?"revTev7 is set out as follows; 


Date of 
Newspaper 


1952 

7-2 


7-7 

7-11 

7-12 

7-13 

7-14 

7-15 

7-17 

7-18 

7-20 

7-23 


Location of Article 
In newspaper 


Information 


*p*l # c. 7 

Headlines 

p* 1 » c. 1 
P el | Cel 
P*l # Ce2&3 

P * If c e 1 

pe 3, Ce 4 

Headlines 

pe 1, C. 3 

p, L c* 7 4 8 
Headlines 


No iimediate accord on mine scale likely 
between Illinois coal miners and operators# 

Agree to report oh mine scale# Agreement 
reported reached; scale expected to be con- 
siderably higher than previous offer of $4# 

Miners vote Saturday on wage scale; senti- 
ment appears divided* 

Protest $5.00 mine scale ref erendum* South- 
ern Illinois miners protesting. 


Stite union officials reject demand that wage 

-I A- j-w L. +- . 

&UC110 VUL-G UU OUt- as 

the wage agreement. 


t _ -t- j - . L r. a «.+> a n { a t ftrvfitr'Vioe oq 4 nflf: 

SLCL1 O VU L*C uu O CJL a duw ^ w. 


(♦ p. — page ; c* — column) 


Mine chief asks vote for scale. JOHN H. 
TALKER urges member to vote "yes** 

300 locals to participate in mine wage vote. 

Local miners reject scale. Opposition lead- 
ing in who© state; in some districts as much 
as 4 to 1 against. 

Tellers here for count of Miners 1 vote# De- 
feat of scale admitted* 

Miners final vote shows 25,792 against wage 
pact to 12,124; 40,00 union miners. 

Renew efforts for mine pact. LEUS made 
member of committee. 
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RE: JOHN L. LBVIS, ET AL 


Date of 
Hews paper 

Location of Article 

in Newspaper Information 

1932 


Mining agreement nearer as State and Inter* 
national officers -work in hrrmony. 

7-24 

p,l # c* 7 <5c 8 

7-25 

Headlines 

Operators offer new proposal. Number of ob- 
jectionable features eliminated, LE7IS sees 
hope for a settlement. 

7-26 

pil, c. 5 & 6 

Vote next week on new mine pact. No change 
made in wage scale of $5.00. Miners Bay 
$5.00 if slow starvation’*. 

8-1 

c #1 

Local miners to meet here on wage pact* JOHN 
H. WALKER stoned from platform at Johnston 
City on previous Saturday. 

e-2 

p. 1, c. 5 

LEKIS urges approval of wage scale, saying 
no better agreement can be obtained. 300 dep- 
uties needed to curb radicals at meeting* 

8-3 

p • 1 , c * 3 

Claim outlook for mine pact much brighter, 
WALKER and LEA1S campaigning. WALKER at 
Taylorville, Illinois B-3-32 — "save the 
miners’ union of Illinois from destruction 
by voting for the proposed scale*. 

6-4 

p • 1 $ » c • 7 

WALKER mails final plea to 40,000 miner St 
Protest meeting at Benld. 

8-7 

Headlines 

Miners again reject wage scale. 118 out of 
240 locals show the count to be 17,268 a- 
gainst and 15,429 for Lewis local rejects. 

B— B 

p. 1, c. 1 

Union heads claim scale is approved. At T. 
PACE, International Auditor, gives 223 majority 
in favor of the $5,00 wage* DAN McCILL local 
921 of Springfield said, "The proposition 
won't carry by correct vote". Tabulated vote 
14,705 for, 19,510 against. 

8-9 

p. 1 , c. 1 

Mine vote tabulation is started. Three 
"watchers* allowed. 
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EE: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL 


Date o t Location of Article 

Newspaper In Newspaper Infonaatlon 


1932 

"5^To 


8-11 


8-12 


8-13 


8-14 


8-15 


8-16 


8-18 


Headlines W a ge Scale Signed B-10-32. Mine tally sheets 

dieappear. Tellers say they were robbed while 
miners cry "hoax"; more than 200 election re- 
sult slips and tabulations disappeared. Tell- 
ers BLACKMAN and GEE claimed that they were 
robbed in an alley back of the Ridgely-Farmers 
State **ank where records were placed for safe- 
keeping. DAN McGILL, a watcher, claims teller 
handed package to an auto on Sixth 8treet f At 
the time of the theft the "NO" -rotes were lead- 
ing by a big majority. 

Headlines Many Mines Prepare to Reopen. Wage scale 

Bigned as an "emergency measure" | 1,275 ready 
to work in Springfield. 

Headlines LE .IS acts to squelch disorder; threatens 

miners who won’t work; loss of rights as union 

TU tflib 01* 5 * 


p* 1 # c* 1 Minors here idle; defy LEVIS 1 order* Protest 

meeting at Reservo it- Park; not enough miners 
appeared; picket in evidence. 

p. 1 # c. 546 Springfield miners vote sub-district on *6 trike* 

at mass meeting in perk. Allegation that & 
high union official drove the car that the tel 1? 
ers sheets were given to* Big protest meeting 
at Benld. 


p# 1, c* 5 Guard roads to halt invasion of mine area* 

1200 special deputies sworn in to prevent 
"march on T ayl orville". 22 mines working at 
new wage scale.. 

p. 1, c. 2 fc 3 Miners to prepare plans for future at mass 

meeting* Meeting at Reservoir Park. Estimate 
27,000 miners back at work. 

p. 1, c. 2 & 3 Striking miners convene at ^ovey; troops held 

in readiness for hurry call. 6 airplanes in 
readiness. About 400 cars of miners unarmed. 
JOHN L. LE./IS revoked charters of local* 790 
and 4069 at Z.eigler. 
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EE: JOES L» L0fI8, BT AL 


Date of 

Newspaper 


Location of Article 
in Newspaper 




Infonn&tion 


1932 


p. 1 , Cm 2 AS 


Striking miners nap plans to elose pits in 
Southern Illinois. Miners closed all mines 
in Taylorville. Dan McGill of Springfield 
one of the leaders* No bloodshed. About 
15,000 picketors. 


8-20 p» 1, Cm 4 


Walker says Strikers in *dual move*. Walker 
scores movement and leaders. 


8-22 


8-24 


8-25 


8-26 


8-26 


6-29 


p. 1, c, 4 A 5 Ono deadj several hurt in Illinois mine clashi 

all quiot in this area. Miners dispersed with 
machine gun fire, taylorville mines at a 
stand still. 


Bub-headline Miners march on Southern Illinois, 2600 - 

3000 from Springfield, Stopped by sheriff 
at Swunwick, Illinois, Carl H. Elshoff of 
Mine B Coal Co. is ono or 4 signers to state- 
ment that miners would bo bettor off if they 
would return to work under the new scale. The 
signers were local coal operators all idle. 

Headlines, c.? A 8 Minors leave scene of attack. Minors rejwlsed 

by Franklin County sheriff i 12 seriously in- 
jured, about 20 brused. Miners denounce ac- 
tion of doputies. Miners roturning to their 
homos. 


p. 1 , c. 5 A 6 


Headlines 


p. 1, c. T A 6 


32 mine strike leaders indicted at Taylorville 
on charges of rioting. DAN McGILL of Spring- 
field one of thos indicted. Miners pla nni ng 
new invasion of mining fields. 

Miners may act to curb LEWIS j say he violated 
permanent injunction to provent his interfer- 
ence with Illinois affairs. 2-13-31 Injunc- 
tion restraining L0VIB from interference with 
District 12 officials in the performance of 
their duties. 

Springfield minors moot Tuesday to pick dele- 
gates to statewise conference. Figures show- 
new net wage to be $1.67 under $5.00 wage. 
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RE: JOHN L* LEtflS, ET AL 


Date of 
Nows pape r < 


Location of Article 
in Kowspaper 


1932 


6-30 


9-1 


9—2 


id. L c 7 4 8 


a. ' _ r 


Hoadl ine 


p • If c* 2 43 


Local striking miners name delegatee to state 
conference on situation* 

Miners condom union leaders; meet at Gilles* 
pioj ouster of state officials sought* Three 
delegates by each of 000 state locals* 

New miners * union to ask operators to sign for 
work at old scale* New union formed at Gilles- 


r\4 


9— 5 *> . Pr*nir»‘Afift^ tta UA rtnrn of liner* 

J- *. A\4L4Jf ■, W - VW| " - « t)* ' “■ — — — “ — 


ica — CLAUDE PEARCH, President; T. J* JONES, 
Vice-President; WILLIAM KECK, Secretary-Treas- 


urer, 


9-3 


9-4 


9—5 


p* 1, c 2 4 3 


p* 1, c * 2 4 3 


Officials of TJHW indicted on countfl oft 

1* refusal to adhere to majority decision of 
membership* 

2* refusal to carry out tho mandates of the 

district convention* 

3 f Discrimination v* foreign born members of 
our union* 

4* ^he outright robbery of referendum vote on 
wage scale. 

5# Use of gangsters, police, sheriffs, state 
highway patrolmen, and all agoncies of 
force and oppression in murdering and ter- 
rorising loyal noabors of UMW of A* 


Now union to meet in Octoborj LEWIS threatens 
members with expulsion* New union wants con- 
tract on old $6*10 wage scale* Election of 

r\ w>*1+.<ru? ('-tf* r.nrtff+il ■fcti'M r>n tr 

2»f - ; i-H-1-j t V <-**-*»-* ” * * * *-**4) V» « * . — 

be October S# 


p, j, c. 2 Miners draft program. for pit contracts, encour- 

aged by prospects of sigping local mine on old 
scale* Hew organisation alleged to comprise 
90% of the Illinois minors# 
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EEi Jom L. LET' IS, m AL 




Date cf 


Location of Article 


; 

! $*!*"< 
if 

f W*' ; i 


1932 

p, 1, c. 6 

9-11 

p. 1 , c* 6 

9-13 

p. 1, c. 1 

9-14 

p, 1 | C , f 

9-19 

p. 1, c* 2 

9-20 

p. 1 , c * 2 

9-21 

p. 3, c. 1 

9-26 

Headlines 

10-4 

p. 1, c. 7 


Information 


Springfield cine owners back UMWA; 6 companies 
ZL nines, 10,000 workers, .<• K. RYAN, Central 
Illinois Coal Cc, f CARL H. ELSBOFF, Mine B B W 
Coal Co,, tv/o of the signers, will give *no 
considerate n"to IMA, 14 nines sign up with PMA 

Expect all for CMW voting soon. Regular elec- 
tion of district 12. Purpose of new union to 
got away fron JOHN L* LEI /IS and WALKER, 

Chartors of five locals are revoked j steps 
taken to roopon Springfield nines. No, 2403 
Mine *B B Coal Co, Officers J CHARLES BOHANNON, 
President, ELMER PCWILL, Vice- President j JOHN 
J, KEELY, Recording Socrotary; ANTON J, PLOTCH, 
Treasurer. (2 of these wer-e among the 12 dis- 
missed). 

Progressive ninors planning fight against LEWIS' 
action in revoking local charters, (Noto) 

ANTON J. PLOTCH resignod his new office (above) 
even befero he accepted it. 

State troops restore quiet in Taylorville, 
Taylorville bombing. 

300 pickcters force Lincoln nine to close, 

JOHN L, LU<TB revoked five more charters. 


Lincoln nine to hoist coal at lower wage, 
pickcters loavo. 


FMA 


•' - 1r ■ 1 ■ 


SMITH denies riot killing. State seeks eye 
witnesses} launch probe as 23 non are held in 
prison, DAN McGILL shot in left log, 9 casu- 
alties in all} one policeman killed. McGILL 
blones LUVXS men for start of riot, FMA were 
picketing meeting of CHW, 

Progressives begin work on new nine wage scale? 
delegations appear split, 95 lonals represent- 
ing 29,982. 
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• RE* JOHN L 

Date of 
Newspaper 

1932 
10 - ? 

10-8 

10-9 

10-10 

10-11 

10-12 

10-13 

10- 17 

^ a n « 

11 - 11 
n-14 


« ( 

C u 

. LEWIS, ET AL 


Location of Article 

in Newspaper 


l n fc mat! on 


Hoadl inoe 


Dolny Mine Union Recognition. Scales are 
the Bone as ULGT* 


p * 1 , C-. 1 - 


p. 1, C. 3 


p • 1 1 c . 1 


p • 1^ c « 1 


p. 1* c, 4 

p * If c . 3 


p * If Cm 4 


RA near end of its convention* Basic wage 
scalo #5.00 and $0*68 per ton for hand loaders. 
Constitution camplotod. 

Operators to moot FWA today. Work Icons for 
niners in vicinity* : * M. RYAN of Citizens 
Mine T, A** employing 320 mem, to meet* Nc def- 
inite steps taken by Mine "B" Coal Co. 

1,000 niners back to work in pits hare. 3 
Panther Crock ninos at work under an agreement 
with P2i&. Negotiations between CARL H. PL8H0FF 
cf Mine n B rt ? and n'.M. RYAN of Central Illincic 
Coal Co. Mine "A B broken off* 

Third fim hero signs with PMA. Mine B B" still 
negotiating with union for operation* Mine b A!J 
ILLIAii H. RYAN signoa last night. 

Springfield coal prices are reduced as result 
of nine wage scalo* 

Mine b B b sigas contract with Progressives* 

All independent operators in Springfield are 
now at work with the new union. 2,000 miners 
employed in all. $5.00 scale. To start Friday. 

Find auto riddled by .38 caliber bullets; car 
bolieved to be that of PAT ANSBOURY, PMA leader. 


TJ. 1. c. 3 
p* If c. 0 


IT ** *•* A 4 - w» 4 * m n e PWi m/wi n ^:n v, il* *"i « 

« 1 b pirUi WO UO * MO 1 U.UA.A (A vv v w^' ^j.* 

caso to Franklin county niners. IDJUNDSON and 
CMS break it up with fist fight. 


First nine pay day tc be Saturday; first since 
April — includes Mine “B*. 

PMA seeks writ to pomit union meeting .t Tny- 
lorvillc. 6horiff had nade VMS non special 
deputies to stop the mooting. 
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HE* JOHN L. LBUS, ET AL 


Date of 
Newspaper 

1932 

li-18 


12-15 


12-17 

1937 

4-6 


4-7 

4-19 

4-28 


5-2 


5-3 


5-12-37 


Location of Article 
in Newspaper 


Infornation 


p, 1, c. 8 Me GILL arr-ng non seised by officers for piokot- 

' ing Cora nine. 

p. 1, c. 4 P.ARCY, KECK unopposed in FMA vrtinG* "Pro- 

gressive Miner - GERRY ALLARD, editor. Local 
executives) LESTER DOUGLAS, DiW McGILL and 
». J. ROBERTS. 

Headlines Vandals Elast C & I M bridge span in tone 

patrolled during nino strife. 


Headlines 


Headlines 


P . 1 , c. 4 
p. 1 9 c . 6 

p. 3, c. 1 


p. 1, c. 3 


FUA on Strike at Mine "B". 6eek wages on par 
with United non. $5.50 was $0.50 a day under 
new contract of UiSf $6.00. ELSHOFF displayed 
an agreement signed last week by FMA officials 
for *5.50 and ordered the non to the pits, pend- 
ing the signing of a new contract. 

FMA niners back to work at "B" shaft after one 
day strike on premise that new contact with coal 
operators shall be retroactive to April 1* 

Mina owners noet U157 for new pact. UMW delivers 
bitter attack on Progressives at meeting. 

Reach accord on nine wage for Illinois* tona- 
tivcly ¥6.00 and tine and one- half for over- 
time 

Miners got 55,000,000 wage boost. Gain $.50 
daily on wage scale. NOTE) Both FMA and UIo7 
got this scale. RAY EDMUNDSON honds UU?(. JOE 
OZANIC heads PMA. Old agreement of $5.50 ex- 
pirod March 31. 

Progressives to ballot on joining A. F* of L. 
OZANIC predicted a vote would bo hij^ily in 
favor of joining. EUA claims 160 locals with 
a membership of 35,000. 

Hothing about strike at Mine "B". 
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REi JOHN L. LEWIS* ET AL 


Date of Location cf Article 


Newspaper 

in Newspaper 

Information 

1937 


' 

5-28 

p. 1, c. 7 fc 8 

Progressive minors granted 'Federation of Labor 
charter* District 12, UMW cf A to be ousted. 

5-29 

F« I* t. 6 4 7 

Progressives given A. F. of L. charter; will 
start drive against LEWIS in Illinois. FMA 
expects to beccce sole bargaining agent for all 
Illinois miners. 

. 6-4 

/ 

Head! inee 

United idiners quit Federation. EDMUNDSON with- 
draws by letter. 

6-17 

p * 2 * c • 1 

OZANIC denies statements of United Miners; de- 
clares Progressives sole bargaining agency in 
Illinois. The Associated Press of 6-16 reported 
a nine agreement signed by ccnmittoes of the 
Coal Operators Association and District 12 of 
TJKW of A. 2 yoar ccntreot. 

7-10 

p. 1 Headlines 

DUW of A Board tc Expoll GREEK, for granting 
a charter to FMff. 

7-16 

p. 2* c. 1 

PHA local is opposed to UMW of A moot. States 
in last five' years more tfcan 20 nenbors of PHti 
have either been shot or their h-racs b embed 
and RAY EDMONDSON’ s ain is to destroy FMA. . 

7-17 

p. 1* c. 8 

Sot date for FMA protest. National Bituminous 
Coal Commission tc hear petition of 7-22 of 
FLIA that it rather than U157 represents the 
majority of workers in Illinois coal fields. 

7-19 

p. 1, c. 5 

PMA airs future of Local #1 who wanted to meet 
■with UMW. 

7-22 

p. 1* c. 4 

Rival mining unions before Federal board for the 
right to represent miners of Illinois. PMA 
claims 27,000 members. 

7-51 

p. 1, c. 7 

Progressives get orders to stop working. FMA 
and operators disagree on contract, adjourn 
conference. Two major nines closed in Spring*" ■ 
field; the rest, probably including Mine "B*, 
previously closed for repairs and usual suEsner 


c 


RE i JOHN L. LStnS, ET AL 


Date of 

Newspaper 

1937 


8-1 


8-5 


0-7 


8-8 


8-9 


8-9 


8-10 


Loceti~n of Article 
in Newspaper 


Information 


p • 3, c • 5 
p. 5| c . 1 


P * 2, c » 4 


Hcadl inos 


P* 1 , c * 5 


P * 1 , c . 6 


pi 1 , Cm 3 


(cent 1 d) layoff, Beale conference betwoen 
FflIA and Coal Producers Association nf Illinois 
adjourned. In conference sinco ^©b, to replace 
contract expiring 3-31-37. Argument over a 
7j hour day which UlfiT had agroed to, also an 
extra 7 hour shift. 

Mine owners will operate individually; FMA 
nuthorires tentative working agrooments. 

55 conpanies in tentative PMA pacts* Central 
Illinois Coal Co. 542 non. OZANIC says prac- 
tically all ninos to operate by end of week. 

Joint miners’ parley called by EDIIJNDSON, UMW 
and PUA ffl . 

\ 

Progressive Miner Slain In Auto. Shot as autos 
meet cn Ecuto 66. CARL ELS30FF, operator of 
Mine n B B Coal Co. said that ho recalls STUFFED- 
BEAM (the killed man) as an employee of his mine, 
which has been closed down for several weoks. 
SCHNEIDER in car with victim; two guns also 
found in victim’s car. 

Miner blames union treublo for tf400 firoj garage 
at h'ao of A. J. HLOTCH burned. Blames mine 
trouble. PLOTCH was one of & gr^up of 13 men 
recently expelled from the FMA on charges pre- 
judicial to the activities of the union. rt hile 
the nature of the charges was never made of- 
ficial it is understood that miners charged 
PLOTCH with endeavoring to influence Progress- 
ives employed at Mine "B” tc switch over to U1ST. 

Blamo uni:n enmity for nan’s deaifa, Belief is 
that GLENN STUFFLEBEAM’s killers were out to 
get SCHNEIDER. Several shots firod into S>- 
MCJNDSON’s homo, 1146 “est Lawrence Ave., 6-6-36. 

SCHNEIDER and MCODY to face arms charges. Guns 
in those cars wore sent to Northwestern Criw- 
Laboratory to oheck against slugs fired into 
ETiimDSON » s hone. SCHNArr*ER. .orgooi«<w‘ for PMA; 
UCODY, spooinl investigator for TOST. He was ac- 
cused of the above shooting. 
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RE I JOHH L, LEiYIS, ST AL 


bate of 

newspaper 

1937 

PlT 


6-12 

6-14 

8- 19 

8-21 

8-22 

8-26 

9- 6 


Location of Article 
in Newspaper 


Information 


Headlines United Minors Clain Mine "B" . EDMDllbSOlPS 

claim falso, OZANIC says. Rival unions dobatc 
status of ELSHGFF nine which has been closod 
down for several weeks# E,HUMLS01I claims ninora 
not last week and petitioned UlfrY for a charter# 
A demand made upon the coal company for a con- 
tract. 0ZA1IIC says a deliberate lie. 98?i of 
men FHA; 557 non signed a petition designating 
PMA* 


p. 3 f c. 5 & 6 


p # 2 1 c # 1 


p. l f c# 2 


P# 1, c. 3 


Rival nine leaders lay claims to majority of 
members in Mine "B" local* 450 men at Mine# 

FMA clained petition with 413 nones; Local j^54 
UJ0 clained petition with 557 namos* 

Intinidati'n is charged by miners. Demand 
slayers of GLERN STUFFLE3Ei'.M be brought to 
justice. 

Mine B Hoad signs with tho TOST* Contract signed 
in Chicago 8-18. All employees working for the 
company on tho last day of operation will be 
permitted to rotum to work on the next regular 
day of operation without discininati'n or pen- 
alty. UlfiV local i* 746 9. 

McGILL sues EDMU1CS0K for $50,000 charging 
slanderous statononts. Article published 7- 
25-37 in "The Coal bigger*, chissling PMA. 

Bnard Member exposed. 


p. X, c, 2 A 3 • County officials nay ask Governor BjRNER stop 

reopening of Mino "B* action tc prevent blood- 
shed. 


p. 1, c. 4 & 5 Progressive miners and operators sign contract 

for $6.00 basic daily pay, with Illinois Coal 
Prcdnoers Association, retroactive to April 1, 
1937, 

Headlines GZAKIC raps LE^IS and CIO in Labor Lay Speech. 


c 


JOHN L* 

LE.JIE, ET AL 


uc.to of 

Location of Article 

Newspaper 

in Newspaper 

Information 

1937 



9-7 

P* 2 p c * 3 

ELMJHDS. N says Mine reunion is on the way. 

9-10 

p# 5, c. 5 

«J . L. L E* .'IS visits in city. 

9-12 

P* 2 | c * 3 & 4 

Progressive Miners charged with bombings will 


9-16 


9-17 


p , ly c • 7 
p. 2 , c. 1 


enter net guilty pleas on Monday. 59 nan 
charged with bombing of railroad between 1932 
and 1935 during mine union warfare* 

PMA. voteB 4 to 1 for contract j extends to 
3-31-39. 

Mine "A* will reopen with 325 workers. Central 
Illinois lining Co, *&V opens after four months 
idleness. VT. R. RYAN owner. PMA will work nim 


9-20 


9-21 


9-24 


9-25 


p. 2 f c. 2 A 3 


P . 2 , c . 4 


P ♦ 4* c • 1 


p. 1 Headlines 


p . 2 1 c • 4 


EaiUTJjSON socs HCRKER to toll TOW stand on open- 
ing of ELSIICFF mine. E/LUJIG/SCN claims to ropro- 
sent the majority. 

Progrcssi vos-IERNER talk mine dispute* discuss 
jurisdiction at Mine *B W . FUA state they are 
willing to # go before NLRB for a ■vote on majority. 

ELSIH’FF enys Mine "B" will roopon soonj unable 
to give date of opening or what uni-n will be 
employed. 

U. S. to Settle Mine "B” Conflict. Trouble 
flares at closed nine, ^wo TOW miners arrested* 
JOSEPH ALBANESE and -CMINIC lASQJIALE. OSCAR 
FALCETTI* mine superintendent said that he was- 
n't going tc do anything about it because he 
didn’t want to get mixed up inlhe fight. Both 
of the above men had a ,38 automatic. CHARLES 
BOHANHCN held for investigation in connection 
with the shooting of AICREVV SUSINSKAS and his 
wife Tuesday (evidently 9-21-37). Actual shoot- 
er was ANDREW SKHLEHCUS. 

United Miners post bonds of 05*000, freed. 
Charged with carrying concealed weapons. 
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9-26 


&E< JOHN L. LEtfIB, ET AL 


Late of 
Newspaper 

1957 

9-26 

9-27 


9-28 

9-29 

9- 50 

10 - 11 
10-15 

10-25 

10-26 




Location of Article 
in Newspaper 


Information 


P • 1 1 c . 6 & 7 


n. 1 r. 7 fc fi 

t" *» ” ' — - 


p> 1, Ci 1 i 2 


Pi 2 , c • 1 


NLRB announce b hearing between FMA and UMff 
for Gctobor 1937. 

UlfflT starts cleanup of Kino *B ,, « 'iuiet rules 
as 300 ?MA members watch 13 men nf BMW start 
cleaning up. The mine has a contract with UH7 
and CARL ELSHPFF, President of Mine "B" Coal 
Co. said today more men will be anployod as the 
work of cleaning up the min© progresses. Pro- 
gressive ninors who reported for work were told 
there was nc work today, McGILL said. The men 
loft the mine at once. Min© closed 5-12. Beth 
unions claim majority. NLRB hearing Oct. 6. 

300 piekoters prevent UUf from going into 
Mine "B" j one arrested. 12 members of C1IT try 
in- to clean up nino'. 

24 hour picketing startod at Mine to halt 
at reopening. PMA stated "wo*!! stay here until 
wo get our jobs back*. 

Progressives rally to aid pickets at Mine B. 
liC ccl! 7? denfitss ^100 * 


Headlines, g. 1 A. F. of L. backs FMA against LEfJIS. 

p. 2,c.l Mess meeting scheduled at Mine "B" Sunday to 

acquaint public with facts. 


P# 1, c. 6^6 


ELSfi-FF testifies on mine business as hearing 
opens on dispute over members. 22# sal os out- 


0 t-a u V # 


VIMMUJ4JU ■ ■ “ 


trocrw a 4- 4-^ 

a vy ’v aw - ■ - 


f nl 


examiner, dispute bogan when ELSIE FF signed a 
working agreaaent on 8-18-37 with THAT. Picketo 
6incc 9-28 by PISA. 


p, 1, c. 2,3 t 4 LAN McGILL cross oxnnined at NLRB hearing on 

Mine B. Petition circulate on May 25 because 
of passage of the Wagnor Act. CZANIC testifies 
that BAA nenbor ship at Mine was 466. 
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RE: JCERL.LBfX6.ETAL 


Date of 

Hew b - paper 

193 ? 

10-27 


10*28 


11-3 

11-5 

11-15 

11-16 


11-23 


11-24 


Location of Article 

in Newspaper 


Infomation 


p . 1. c . 3 is 4 


r • 


2 . 


c. 


1 


P • 3 * c 4 
p • 2 n c * 2 


Mine eoployoQs terrorized by group of Progress- 
Ito TJLE7 witnesses charge* SAM ALBANESE and 
FRAME AUSTIN the witnessoe* 444 niners al- 
leged to pay duos to H3A on Ifriy 12* Petition 
with 412 signatures* 

Mine die-mte up tc board; hearing ends* ELS- 
IE FF testified" that ho had no contract with PH^ 
on September £0 when he signod contract with TJLJ 
Contract with Vt£k allowed to expire on July 30. 
ELSE.FF said that ho signed contract with TOW 
because EjMDIOSC N told him that a petition showe- 
300 niners tc prefer TOST# ELSItFF adnitted that 
he did not see the petition* 

Freezo out charged by £*&n McGill* Claims ELS- 
IE FF turned off heat at Mine M B** 

n 

CZANIC advises pickets that evidence in NLRB 
hearing favorable to JW. ^proximately 3300 
received from union at Mine W A* for use at Miriw 
"B n . 


p. 1 ( c, 2.3 & 4 bombing trial opens. Indictments charge con- 
spiracy. 

Headlines Bomb trial testimony starts, defendants ac- 

cused of violence. Check-off system. used by 
fltf to buy dynamite* FIT Z GERALD declared UM>T 
hired thugs cut of state. b'TLLIAU J. 8NT2L. 
former president of district 12. replaced with 
ELUUNDSCN by LETTS. 


Headlines 


p. 1, c* 5 
p* 3. c. 4 


Mine "B 1 * sues F1SV for 3100.000. Injunction 
asked by Mine which hr.fi been reorganized and in- 
corporated undor Delaware law. 

PMA picketers leave Mine "B n after 56 day vigil 
lie GILL stated the unjunction was not justifinbl 
Unfair treatment charged by FMA. Sta t scent s is- 
sued by L. C. ATKINSON. I'AUL MACK. ‘.ifltLLUJS 
BA <CCK charge NLRB. 
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Lttc of Location cf Articlo 

Ugwspapor in Newspaper Information 


1937 

TT-2? 

Headlines 

Line "B" will reopen next week* Progressives 
invited by ETjMCRJTjSCN to join 

11-28 

p. 1, c* 6 

Temporary hearing injunction continued for an* 
other week# 

11-29 

p# l g c.6 

Lelay opening of Mine *B" until after hearings 
Injunction hearing set for 12*6*37. 

12-4 

Headlines 

Mine "B" nen to vote on unions. NLRB orders 
nine referendum. HcGILL said 429 out of 445 
nen signed petitions designating 'rM as their 
representative* EDUJNDSCN stated, "I hexvo no 
corrient to rxJte at this tine, but will prob- 
ably have something to say la tor • 

12-5 

1/ c - 5 

ETjIKJNLSCN and CZANIC both predict victory for 
their unions* ^ statement by EjMJNT>SG 1T is quote 
which reflects that "we feel perfectly confi- 
dent that we are able to cope with this situa- 
tion and when Mine "B n opens it will be under 
the jurisdiction of UM*. Also, n Xim has a 
valid contract with the Mins *0* Coal Company 
and expects that the company will liquidate its 
part cf the contract. The district organitati r 
will utilise every legal influence it has to sec 
that this is done. 11 

12-7 

•pm 1, c. 6, 7 

OSCAR FALCETTI says nen took over nine. 

States overt acts were committed by picketors 
when clean-up crew went to work 9-27-43. 

12-10 

p* If c. 243 

Judge grants injunction restraining regressive 
from picketing at Mine "B" • 

12-11 

Headlines 

Vote Wednesday on Mine "B" union* ELStt FF 
signed with TJliV 8*19* 

12-12 

p. 1, c. 5 

Mine tc be opened Monday, 12-15, 
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Inf ornation 


±». 


r c*;tt o 


I^tte "f Location of Article 

Newspaper in Newspap er 


1937 

12-13 


12-14 


12-15 


12-16 


12-22 


1938 

1-4 


x-o 


p. 1, c, 1 & 2 rllA sues nine company for v250,000 damages in 

lost wages, etc., and restraint of CM" from 
working nine until after election 8-14; 400 
Pii/i nen appeared at Line for work but F1JLCETTI 
stated his company had a contract with UMU and 
therefore it was necessary to soe then* 


Headlines ,l( rit halts U197 at Line Cvmer ordered to 

use I’M in nine . Permanent injunction against 
ril/i. still undor advisonont* 

p. 1, c. 2,3 & 4 McGILL shot twico is rep rted in bombing case. 


p. 1, c, 3 & 4 


Mine ’’B* workers ballet 
stated legal steps will 


on 

be 


unions, 
taken tc 


\a+- -i-n < n * rf nrH er < b*\ia^ 


EDMinOSvlH 
set aside 

irt Peer i*i r 


His union signed contract on 9-20 and again an 
11-22 with the company as a 3elawp.ro corporate 


n 


p. 1, c. 5 FUA uni^n wins Mine *3” vote 404 to 25* E*- 

KCTN3SCN indicates unfair voting practices* 
GZAKIC denies that distribution or printing of 
* leaflets was done by 


p* I p c* 2 Judge dissolves temporary restraining order is- 

sued at i eiria 12~14 # prohibiting Mine *B” Coal 
Company fr^xi operating the mines with ether than 
men employed as of 5-12, FN/i tc appear to Cir- 
cuit Cnurt. the temporary In.juncti «n wherein 
FMA was not ^emitted to picket Mine *0”. 

TJMo appears election result. 


p * If c # B 

*.>1*9 

p * x > V # o 


U. S. certifies IWi. tc Mine "D*. 75 DlfiT men 

wore working .on this date. 

izif/. *■« «Vi nf n i n*f 1 

A wn VW v* VM ”*• ■— — 

8-21-37 charging company with unfair labor 
practices. Mine officials declare they will 
close the mine indefinitely because it has beer 
unprofitable to operate the mine for several 
years in view of the trouble betweon rival 
unions. Company claims they have no ©ontract 
with either union. 
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-ate of Location of Article 

Newspaper in Newspaper Information 


1938 


1-11 

P- 

1-12 

P« 

1-15 

?* 


2 , 


1 , 

1 . 


c* 4 

c. 8 
c. 3 


1-18 p. 1 # c. 7 & 8 


1-19 P» 2, c. 3 


4—30 P* 2, c* 1 


8-5 Headlines 


8-11 p« 1# c* 4* 5 


PHA. will file complaint against Mine ’’B" com- 
pany asking the company to citod fer contempt 
in refusing to operate with riiA ambers# 

Two rM A naintonance nen given permission to 
work at Mine *B W • 

ELSII.FF rejects rMA plea for negotiations j says 
he has no plans for opening Mine "S**. CZANIC 
quoted ELSH^FF as follows* **I do not contem- 
plate- opening Mine "E** and I have no plane to 
negotiate today. I may, however, call you the 
first of the week"# C2ANIC charged conspiracy 
botweon Mine ”B** and VHJ» 

M filed formal petition charging coal caspary 
with unfair labor practices on threo counts. 

This action come simultaneously with an an- 
nouncement by SULLIVAN that the mine had closed 
indefinitely and nules had been removed along 
with portable equipment from the shaft* ?HA 
also appealed the injunction against them tc 
keep thorn from picketing* 

IMA claims nine nules were given tc UMW in ex- 
change fer work at the shaft. ELSHCFF refusod 
to comment, but statod day before that * since 
the nino is closed down indefinitely there is 
no need to keep the mules at the shaft 1 *. 

CHARLES Si TEI killed in Mine "B" during in- 
spection trip with CAFELLA, Mine not operat- 
ing and no statonent as to reason for inspection 
trip. Poison gas was cause of the death* 

UiPT seeks "Home Rule”, district Constitutional 
Convention scheduled for September 26. LBUS 
visited Springfield last week. 

Charges of unfair labor practices by FKA were 
dropped today as ELSIICFF agrees to recognise 
FMA aB sole bargaining agent* Agreement eignod 
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rej l. 

L&/IS, ET AL 

*^ato of 

Ncws/a-'cr 

■ ■— 4 ■ * 

Locati n of Article 

in Ncwsoioer Information 

1938 

(c :nt*d) by JOBT H* FidtfCHSR, Vice-President 
cf Fl^i C* E* ?MCY # Secretary-Treasurer, KiAj 
ELSE FF; T * G* LS"fIS, UMrY counsel* I. S. 
>*RFMAN, NLRB attorney* L1X NAHL C. BAJf'BK, 
director of NLRB 13th district* and JACK C. 

EV/J IS, NLRB attorney* ILMJNESCN states "it 
docs not and will not stop tho efforts of the 
mii in organising the errloyees at the mine 
back into tho UliT#" E^KUlDStN In icates he 
will ^ot signed affidavits fren niners that 
thoy belong tc UI37 ani then will attempt to 
bargain collectively to got tho nine reopened* 

8-18 

?. 15* c. 5 I-Ii'Ancnbors r f Local 54 approve Mine *0* ajrec- 

nent. Looting holf at B1IA "head quarters* 

8-22 

P# 13, c* 5 HcGILL and ELSIIBFF held conference at tho mine 

offices relative to opening tho nine* 

9-12 

p* 1, c* 6 rHA c^nvonti-n in Gillespie, charges NLRB wne 

^rtial tc CIC and rapped it f yt its slowness 
in tho Line w 3" case* y 

9-22 

p* B, c. 1 NLRB approves stipulaticn t/rrood to in Hine "B 5, 

case. Orders ccmpany to o£fer permanent jobs 
to all those working 5-12-J&7 and to hiro no 
new employees until this /source was exhausted^ 

9-26 

p. 2, c « 4 ILSHCFF states, "Dofiniio plans to reopen the 

min© have not boen made, and whether or not it 
is opened depends upon tho outcomo of future 
conditions. 

1939 

1-22 

p. 5, c* 1 He .ring to make permanent the injunction re- 

straining BJA from interfering with operations 
at iline "L” sot for Wednesday, 1-2 S. 

1-25 

p* 13, c# 8 liine "l) n case postponed* Union attorneys are 

J UN R. KANE, JCHN ?* liwLEW* 

2-6 

p* 3, c, 5 ~ TTJ.IivlI CROLTCH ©looted board nenbor of FMA, 

tho offico formerly held by IScGILL* 
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Late if 
Newspaper 

Location of Article 

in Newspaper Infcmaticn 

1939 

2-24 

j. l f c* S 4 4 T BIT seeks to extend its contracts* Those In- 

structions fron JCm L* LTJnS % 

4-5 

p. 1, c* 6 CZANIC Books recognition cf fUA by operators 

in parley in Now York. Says his organisation 
represents 54,000 Elinors in Appalachian region . 
He says operators ^ refer to deal with TOST be- 

. . _ . n J.V _ i - - _ 1 - %-V. 1 -.V *«-. T-m wahUI wi *+■ 

cause tnuir ci iujuba uld mu ui i~ujla.u nv*&i«(3 

conditions bad while the minors would rather 
be represented by i'ilA.. 

4-8 

p* 2* c* 1 CZANIC raps FRIES’ labor stand* *^oclaros "four 

attitude and refusal to support these anendnents 
indicates me that you, like the CI1 and UHd 

officials who are controlled by JCHH L* LEtfIS rf 
fear thi.t the nine workers by virtue cf those 
vjh o ndiaenw being adopted would be afforded an 
honest, unrestricted opportunity to become free 
to join the organisation of their choice*" 

4-17 

p* 2. c. 4, 5 Referendum vote of miners to dotemine union 

affiliation proposed by state nine unions. TVJ. 
answored that thoy aro willing to abide by the 
decisions of the minors* 

4-20 

p. 5, c. 1 L3tIS issues strike call to all Illinois miners 

when New York negotinti ns broke down, Late 
set fer 5-4-39. Must give 15 days notice to 
employer according to tentative agreement extend 
inr the old contract. Ill ti not to strike, CZANIC 

O 4 

Says. 

5-10 

r.« 2, c* 4 33 subjects in the bombing case were sentenced. 

LAN McGlLL was cno of thorn who was sentenced 
to Federal henitentinry at Wiinn, Michigan, 
for 2 years* 

5-11 

Headlines LEdlS approves individual pacts* states mines 

to cnen. E^MnoSi N said new contract would be 
offered tc operators which would be identical 
to the one which expired 4-1-39 excopt for two 
clauses which stipulated & union shop and & 
rcco-niticn of tho Ulitf as exclusive bargaining 
agents for the mine employees* 
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1939 
1^2 7 

Headlines Asks Jefferson Mine Opening ZLSHC.FF in nego- 

tiation over shaft* Mine D* to remain closed 
and 2LSH-FF will be named operator of Brewerton 
Coal Company's Jefferson mine. ILSIK FF sr.ys 
ho has been negotiating with RFC in an effort 
to rccpen the Jefferson mine 4 

5- 27 

p* 1, c* 8 If the mine is reopened* ELSE. FF said, tonnage 

will ho increased and all miners working at the 
time operations ceased will bo rcanployod. He 
added additional men would be needed and those 
would come from Hine "3".^ EL&UIL.S1N said a 
petition was signed by 90$ of the 200 minors 
employed at the nine requesting that it bo re- 
opened and suggested ELSK.FF be the oporut^r* 

Pfjfi’ H wm< PVT? nr^, c <z \ .TTind hv TTiAT Uni on 

#7473. 

6-5 

P* 3*, c. 1 UIS7 moves to open Mine *£” • Ki-IUICSCN said he 

had met with 91 men of the 450 normally employ- 
ed there and had boon authorized tc circulate 
a petit in among the miners asking that the UMW 
local and district officers confor with ELSH FF 
in an effort to open the nine# 

6-6 

p, 3, c* 4 niT insisted that if Mine "B* reopens it will 

have to use PUT union members only as reflected 
in the NLRL decree# 

7-3 

p. 1, c. 2 rrcgresslvo Miners see conspiracy. Ask check 

cf min£ records, BUT books, and income tax re- 
turns to see who is paying mine royalty. Al- 
leges a conspiracy to evade MLRB ruling. 

8-8 

p. 1 Headline ILSIItFF will reopen Mine n 3". IrUL will nego- 

tiate new terms* ^11 old employees to have first 
chance. Stipulation of 9-19-3B sot out* 

8-11 

p, z, c* 5 Hi*Y EBMBICS'N sends note to HSK-.FF; says BW 

will insist on rights for its members* 

in- so 

p* 1 fleadltnc. U# 6 # Ends Mine Bomb Cases. Throe remaining 

cases are ordered noliied. 25 defendants got 
k y»^r sonten/ma f»r ron spim-eyv 
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Late of Location of Article * 

N v ws,c.pcr in Newspaper Information 


1939 

11-2 


11-7 


5-29 

5-31 


6-1 


Subheadline 


p. 5, c. 8 


Hino "D" Hen Crdorod Jock to »A-.rk Immediately. 
HliSH- i*'F to open nine inno d i a t ol y , under NLRB 
stimulations. Notice to 100 maintenance non. 
All on payroll 5-12-37 eligible for old jobs 
without* pro judico bofnro any new employees can 
bo hired, 

Mine "B** to hoist cor.1 an Thursthy 10-9-39. 

Coal diggors notified. 


^ . 1 1 c , 6 


No self rule f ar TJ137 in Illinois. Ji HN L. LE>< IS 
defends E.HJNBSCN. 


P » 1 , ® ® 


KECK leads Progressive Union vote as president, 
successor tr REEL-. 


g. 1, Subhoadlino 


UPiY requests new electi'n at Mine "C*. Petition 
filed with NLRB. Since 1-3-36 NLRB certified 

BB-Tt 7 /■. ** r- A - V,t ^ i -1 +- e? V. « nn m rt r- ^ _ Ln n VTwVl T 1 ^ 

4 iu; XI ■ V/'-'UWi'.iV V AStXU WWU4.X *L w s v •*-■** w** 9 — - 

mine has been operated by Local ^54. 320 nen 

alleged to be working at the nine. 


p* 1, Subheadline Progressive miners file charges against Mine H 3 W 

claiming Coal C-. persistently employed only 
Uilii nenbers, Company charged with hiring TJMif 
non while refusing to hire 75 PilA nonbors. The 
complaint lists the names of tho non. Also cl- 

W . i. L . X. XI _ - . _ ^ *3.~l/T i*. W* Am 

«LU£UU wrv WIG U UU'-WW w- £>w 

from r*on to toti in an attempt to organise in 
July of 1940. Mention nade of assaults and in- 
timidation r n PMA nombers uTLLIAJS SCHEtfE, J HN 
LL'JLAKER, and SALVATCRE CA TALC lit . PMA minors 
given tho best working condition so tho peti- 
tion before NLRB alleges. 


Shaft operating without a contract for tho past 
10 months with members cf ia Si and Ui SR working 
side by side. Mine *3* refused to contract with 
niA. war gaining and negotiations going on at 
the mine with UIAi while the negotiation* with 
PMA were supp-sod tr be carried out* 
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1940 

10-26 

1941 

1-15 

1-16 

1-20 

1-22 

1-25 


. LEMI8, 


Location of Article 
in Newspaper 



Infcmatlon 




p, 9 , c* 5 Cl Si to -open organ! ration drive en October 1. 

Particular attention to Springfield and Peoria 

area** ' .v -• , . 


p* c. 8 


State Blfif to support W« L* WXLLKIE# fojLJ.owing 
JtHH L. LEWIS lead* ' 


p— 1# o * 2 


p« 1» c* 5 


Violence 1 b reported at Bine again# ^iral uniop- 
iats in fist fight after BIST etriks threat unle§; 
ELSE.FF signs contract with JBSff by l-t7* CJat*r 
break ie another in a aeries of incidents which 
have occurred at the nine lately* finun&BCI 
alleged tc have said *We are geing to take 
that nine"* &£HCFF refused t r, negotiate be- 
cause of SLRB ruling* 

WILLIAM KECK reelected by irogressivps e* Lls- 
triet President* 


p, l, e, 4 i 6 Statewide strike is threatened by lift in Mine 

•D* squabble. -IMA has petitioned HLRD for an* 
other election* 


p, 1, c. 6 t 6 


p* 5 , c • 6 


P* 


1, c* 6 * 7 


A* F* of L. affiliates aak Congress for probe 
of Mine *Z>" case hero. HLRE hearing today* 

;HA asks for dianissal of petition for election# 
Since 12-15-57 Mine *0* refused to contract with 

rVA* 

Ask right tc oontinno Mine *B* arguments. FltA 
to push dismissal of UMff petition for vote, 
claiming election not necessary alnoe one was 
held In Lecenber 1937. 

•v 

Tiolenoe flares p.t Mine "B 1 *. 4 Baited Henor- 

rested# IC HECKLED BCJK # CH/J3LES BCHUfiTM, VfILLlAK 
iASKY, and WILLIAM SIfiTCUT, Charged with es- 
rault and battery* * " 

July to probe Mine *3* fight. &pt*aA Airy to 
hoar 15 IMA witnesses* 


1-28 


p* 1 Headline 
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Date of 
Newspaper 

1941 

1- 30 

2- 17 

2-20 
2-21 . 

5-4 

4-17 


9-4 


Location of Article 
in Newspaper 


Information 


p* 1 , c • 2 
P * 1 § 7 

p. 1 | c. 6 


NLRB bears arguments on Mine "B*. TOff asks 
election FMA. protests* 

Mine *B" -rote is scheduled her© for February 21, 
set by NLRB* - 

PMA to spurn merger offer of the Biff. 


p* 1 , c# 2 


BDMUNDSON in three point unity offer. 


p, 1, Subheadline United Mine Workers Win Mine *B" v ote, 259 to 

108 j 4 -votes neutral and 18 challenged and un- 
counted. About 575 eligible to vote, Ctmpany 
will be asked to bargain with the winner. 

p, 1, c. 6 U1 ff plan to picket mines if necossaryi one Is 

Mine "A". Strike if fails to negotiate con- 
tract for better wages. Mines worked by FMA 
member e of Local 7469 of Mine *B tt asked to par- 
ticipate in the picketing. 


p. 17, c. 1 Panther Creek and tone *B" to reopen Friday 

(4-18-41). Mine "B 1 ' opens under extension 
agreement signod March 14, 1941 with TOOT about 
400 men employed* Tho agrodbents aro extensions 
to the contract with the Illinois Coal Producers 
Association which expirod March 31. 

Headline RTA.N sells Mine "A" to ELSHOFF. Central Illinoif 

Coal Mining Co. Citirens Mine *A*— WI LLIA M M, 

• RYAN head of Mine A for last 18 years. 

History -- ILSHOFF 1 * career 1 as a mine official 
began in 1914 with the Spring Crook Coal c o. 

Ho operated that concern until 1922 when he pur- 
chased and opor&tod a mine at Contrail. Since 
June 1935 he has been head of Mine *B". . 

Included in sale was all supplies and 
Mine idle sinoo •kpril 1^ 1941, 
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Date of 
Newspaper 


9-22 


Location of Article 

in Newspaper ^ Information 

n. i e e* 5 llino 7 a* will oporato with Union. Minors 

switch allegianoe frem FLA to rival union. 

510 men employed, Mine "A* 1 work or 6 voted to 
abandon Progressives r Contract with ELBHOFF 
signed 9-14, 

p. B, c. 1 RAY HMJNDSON waned head of Illinois State In- 

dustrial Union as President, 


A review of the Illinois State Journal was made by the same Agents, 
This review added nothing new in substance to the review of the Illinois State 
Register. It is noted that the substance in the Illinois State Journal had a 
slightly different Blant at times and played up such things as the FMA auxiliary 
and made more mention of the Jefferson Mine situation. The following items 
did not appear in the Register* 

10-28-37 Tho weight sheet of oar loading at Mine "B* on May 12, 1937 was 

introducod in evidence showing that 185 loaders out of 337 loaded 
considerably loss coal than they did on the first 10 days of tho 
month . 

12-16-37 y" U*®^ sent no checkers, judges, or tally keepers to the polls to 

watch the NLRB voting and counting of ballots because of the non 
union position on the official ballot, according to EDMUND SON. 
Circulars were distributed to the miners lined up to vote threat- 
ening a 99 year expulsion penalty. Both unions deny the dis- 
tribution of this circular; 

Plans to reopen Mine M B N announced by CARL H, ELSHOFF. Eaoh mine 
worker to be notifiod by lotter. 

NLRB ordorod to voto on Mine *B* on union choice within 30 days, 

TQff will pickot shafts employing FMA miners at P&nther Crook No. 

6 and Cititons Mine "A"* HMJNDSON claims 90% favor DUN. 

Mine "A workers to meet Monday* Special call for a mooting of 
830 HtfA Local ^51. Meeting at 7*30 at FMA headquarters, 6th and 
Washington, JOHN MAKEROUSKAS, President, said tho purpose of the 
call was "urgent business relative to abandonment of the mine*. 
Mine ■a" closod since April 1« Members of Mine *B* belong to 
.rival union. 


8- 9-39 

2- 7-41 

3- 5-41 

9- 8-41 


RE* JOHN L. LEWIS 


9-II-41 


9-14-41 


_ ^ ti» M Jt H 

ox Pine a 


>- J A. vn A i-t 1 1 V*> 0 fTi Pfti* 11V»4 ^ 

UUiU 1UI/W P wuu* OV * v * 


Met last sight 

et FMA hall. So announcement of decisions reached at the 
meeting wns given except that another meeting hr d haen scheduled 
in ti few days. 


Flit of Mine *A" meet tcmorrcw. 330 members invited to attend 
a meeting at Elks Club at 2*00 p.m., Sunday to discuss situation 
at Mine "A". A committee which was appointed at the last regular 
meeting of the local to interview the new owner of the mine, will 
report back to the whole group at this meeting. 

pVA workers at Mine *A* vote to Join TJMN. Lssb than 12 hours 
later CARL H. ELSHOFF, recent purchaser, announced the shaft 
closed since M^rch 1941 would reopen* 
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■8*: JOHN L. LERIS, ET AL 


INTERVIEW WITH Mr, BERTHA -who was an of ficial of the National . 

JOHN BERTHA £ a bor Helat ion s ~Bnp rd_ nri ' ~wh n handled the details of the 

election conducted” in Springfield, Illinola to determine 
who would be the bargaining Agent for the Mine B Coal Caipan^rasloCated 
at Peoria, Illinois and interviewed by Special Agent 
September 16, 1943. 

Mr, BERTHA is pr esently working a 
Hp> He quite wil 

l^tn^^cSI^prOTiaed he is subpoenaed. ^ 

U.X-. BAJ0RK worked on the Mine B case together and that from the very outset 
Tnrn-lia' nimii rlo nhlr difficulty in getting action from the National Labor 
Board in Washington particularly with reference to certifying an election. 
When they came to Springfield they found a very tense situation and as such 
felt that it should be dealt with immediately. Mr. EERTKA stated that the 
election of December 15, 193? "was conducted fairly in every respect. He 
advised that he prided himself upon the way that he conducted his elections 
as a National Labor Board representative and that even after he had gone 
into private industry various unions had requested him to come and conduct 
elections. Mr. BERTHA had a very clear recollection of the difficulties 
under which he worked and of the events which occurred at that time. He 
stated that the United Mine Workers made several charges alleging the 
election was unfhin. First, that the election was conducted in a vicinity 
where liquor was available. Second, that people voted who were not on 
the payroll of the Mine B Company. Third, that the United Mine Workers 
were not represented in the election. Fourth, that seven men who were 
under indictment and being tried in mine bombing cases were not eligible 
to vote. Fifth, that there was coercion. 

In answer to these charges Mr. BERTHA stated that it would have been 
difficult to locate an election place in Springfield which would not be 
near some liquor dispensing store. They were very careful to pick a place 
that would be absolutely neutral due to the strong feeling on both sides, 
and the Armory was selected as the most likely place. The Armory was also 
selected because it was felt that if it were held on government property 
there would be Is ss chance for any violence. Even then the mayor of 
Springfield who was very concerned over the situation stated that he woulc 
hold Mr. EERTHA responsible for any destruction of property in the Araory. 

Relative to the persons who voted in the election l Jr. BERTHA stated 
that the payroll was certified by the employer himself and that this .■*-* 
contention was baseless. The United Mine Workers were not reprer,^.; JP. 
in the election because of their own action, by refusing to pe 

Among the charges brought by the United Mine Workers was : 

National labor Board representatives displayed favoritism towar 



jg to testily i or tne ^Government 

Mr. BS RTHA stated that ho an d /J 


IHTEHOT T XTK To support this contention the United (fine Workers 
JOHN BERTHA pointed out that the Progressives performed certain 

(continued) manual labor relative to setting up equipment in the 1 

Armory for holding the election* Mr* BERTHA stated that 
the United Mine Workers were also requested to assist in this matter hut 
that they refused. According to custom this work was generally done by 
one or both of the participants in the election. 


Relative to the seven men, former employees of Mine B who were on 
trial in the mine bombing case* Mr. BERTHA advised that specific arrange- 
ments were made with the U.S. District Attorney and the Federal Court 
to permit these men to vote. There was no question but what they were 

Airt *S+ + K/\ + 4 TTUCi + + + Vvo mkno «Kn+ HtAwrw I/n vr 1 5 far 
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he knew Mr. BERTHA stated that there was no criticism whatsoever. UMW 
charged that the Progressives carried some of their members to the polls 
in automobiles. Undoubtedly* this was true. However, Mr. BERTHA pointed 
out that DM 17 had an equal opportunity to take their members to vote at the 
polls also and that there was no evidence of coercion in that respect. 


Mr. BERTHA stated that it was significant to him that these charges 
by Ulf 7 were not brought locally. He and BAJORK had a felling throughout j 
T,ne entire proceeuxiigs ti/ai* Ln& ui iu6r tioauu auu me uk r *f<u j 
simply stalling for time and that in this respect they were perhaps being 
assisted by National officials of the Labor Board at Washington, D.C. I 


The efafgg £ ^ hPPn tr ade at tha t tune that t.hA Tj^nr Board wafl 
definitely pro CIO and Mr. Bt-HTFA was -inrl-ineri to believe that. t.hla was 
true . ^The charges by the United Mine Workers were never brought locally 
but the first that he heard of them was from his headquarters in Washington, 
D.C. He had the feeling that in Springfield he and BAJORK were dealing 
first hand with the progressives. However, with the United Mine Workers be 
felt that EDMUNDS ON referred all of his ideas and objections to the 
Washington Headquarters of the United Mine Workers who in turn took it 
up with the Labor Board there and eventually he was called by the Labor 
Board regarding these matters. Mr. BERTHA stated that when he first 
arrived in Springfield and reviewed the situation he immediately asked for 
an election and in fact repeated this advise many times to the Labor Board 
which was unusually slow in acting whereas generally in matters of this 
•ort the Labor Board acts at least within 90 days. However, on this 
occasion it was six months before the Labor Board actually certified the 
election. 

Mr. BERTHA was present at the National Labor Board hearing in 
Chicago, Illinois on September 8, 1937 at which time representatives <£ 
both PMA and UMVT were present. At all time3 the progressive produced 
evidence showing that they held the majority of the members at Mine B. 


Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET A L 


INTER VI- WITH 
JOHN BERTHA, 
(continued) 


The tlfW never produced any evidence ilhat soever. 


if 


■The attitude of CARL ELS HOFF during this period was 
described by Mr. BERTHA as being very reacts. Be mu 
never agreeable to any fuggestion which night come from the Progressives 
and Jr. BERTHA had the feeling during the time that he was in Springfield 
that ELS HOFF was being financed by someone. Be noted also that during .r 
the hearings which were held in October of '1937 the Attorneys for fflflf n 


end EL' HOFF sat 

antagonistic. 


at the same table and at no time did his interest appear 


Relative to.the United tine Workers' position Mr. BERTHA informed that 
he was convinced/of^thcir activities were designed to promote a delay of 
action. They wanted, first, the Board to certify the Iftiited Mine Workers 
as bargaining agent without an election. Two, they would not agree to a 
consent election. I n this respect BERTHA informed that ELSHQFF would 
not consent to the "consent election" . Also it seems that in a consent 
election all three parties mutually agree, that is, the two contesting 
unions and the employer that an election will be held and that the employer 
will bargain with the union who wins. ELSHOFF took the position that he was 
required to bargain under the Labor Act with the winner of the election 
so why enter into an agreement such as a "consent election". The 
United Mine Workers of America never entered into any of the bearings I 
pertaining to the proposed election. From the actions and the statemesnt^ 
of EDMUNDSON it was clear to BERTHA that EUTONLSON hoped that sufficient 
pressure would be brought in Washington upon the Labor Board to force 
them to certify the UMS as the bargaining union at Mine B without an / 
election. * 

According to Mr. BERTHA, JOHN L. LEWIS never entered the picture j\ 
in these negotiations. Hovever, he advised that counsel for the OMW ft 
was THURL07' LEWIS, who wes the brother of JOHN L. LEWIS. / j 


Mr. BERTHA stated that at length due to the Labor Board's hesitancy 
in taking definite action both he and BAJORK were afraid to go to Spring- 
field. Mr. BERTHA was certain that they were shadowed all the time they 
were in Springfield by the DKR men and was almost certain that FiiA employed 
the same tactics. It was obvious in the one or two conferences that they 
had jointly with representatives of both unions that some of the man were 
determined on both sides and for fear that actual violence would break out 
in such conferences they decided against holding them unless they got 
better support from the Labor Board in Vashingtcn. 

Mr. BERTHA was questioned es to whether or not it was obvious that 
U1F" was employing counsel for EL3H0FF during the proceedings. in the fall 


Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL 


INTERVIEW itcth 
JOHN BERTHA 

(continued) 


of 1937 with particular reference to the ^pleadings 

which were purportedly dra *[ n ^ ^ Mr. 
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RE i JOHN L. LIWTS, ST AL 




INTEKVIiW WITH Oi^eptamber 14, 1943, BprtiRUewMiy 

GEORGE BOT" , and Special Agent JHH0HJP intervi 

REGIONAL D ECTOR, fiOT^^^ional Director, l3t^*Sgio5; Sftber 

13th RBGI01 , SLKB Relatione Board, 176 North Adams Street, Cfcideg<V *U<* 

lnois. This Inv estigation eras prompted by toformattett 
set out in report Special Agent, San Frasoitoo, Calif* 

ornia, dated Beptaebe^^^^SiJ^roerein it ils indicated that the 13th Region, 
NLRB, nay have an additional file in connection with Instant matter# further, 

+“Vic- +■ 4-Vn fiiir aaii 
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mat ion contained in that file* 


Wi _ J\ep*r+W0?if wfiy Jfcof Have tjfiA fKrt j wiA f j t ftf tjl ft infor* 


A search of the records of BLRB reflected an additional informal 
file under case file Bo. XIII-C-1665, entitled *Oarl JL Slshoff apd Progressive * 
Mine Workers of America, District Ho. 1*. Mr. BOTT advised that % charge was [ 

filed in this case on September 23, 1941 by WILLIAM EBCK, President of Die* - 

trict 1, flfW, alleging violation of Section 8, subsections (l) and (5)j that * 

preliminary inquiries were made by the Field Examiner of KLRB , and that th* 

Case was withdrawn on December 22, 1941. 

In accordance j^J^arraneaments made through the Bureau and the De- 
partment, Special Agent J^f^jHBtrevlewed the above file on September IS, 

1943. AH pertinent Information we.s photostated, fhotostatic copies were , 

furnished the Bureau for the Bureau and the Department by Springfield letter 
dated September 16, 1943* 1 

For the information of this file and in brief, the following pertin- 
ent information appeared in the above referred to ILKB file : 

By letter of September 22, 1941, *TLLIAK KECK, President -of District 
Ho. 1, FMA, transmitted a charge against CARL E. BLSBDFF, alleging he engaged 
in unfair labor practices in that on or about September 15, 1941, he refused 
to bargain collectively with the authorised representatives of FMA previously ■ 
chosen by the majority of the production and maintenance employees at Mine "A* 
to represent them for the purpose of ooll ecti ve bargaining* 


, By memorandum for the file submitted by Field Examiner MARTIN WAGNER 
dated October 4, 1941, it appears that BAY BDMU1©S0N discussed on October 4, 
instant matter. H4IUNDS0N stated to WAGMHR that ELS HOFF had purchased Mine "A” ; 
that the mine had not been operated since Marsh 81, 1941 when the contrast be- 
tween the mine and former company had expired# that it was customary not to 
operate the mine during the Sumner months j that when it was announced in the 
newspapers ttet ELBBDFF had purchased Mine *A" representatives of the local 
■union PIG' ted tome to HflIONDSON and stated that they wanted to join TOW* SD- 
MUNDSON told them to hold a meeting of the whole iooal end to take the neo- 
essary action to dissolve the local, and then they could Join the tJSW* that 


INTERVIEW VJITH on Sunday, September Zl, IM1, at 4 »a»t Bkeetiag <lf %tos 
GEORGE SOTT members of the local union of W, the local flissoived itself 

(continued) and thereupon 199 of the former employee* qf Vine "Assigned 

notarised applications for membership in TOW* immediately 
thereafter EDMONDSON communicated with ELSHOFF and signed a contract with the 
company for the employees of Mine *A* , BDMUND30N told VAGNER that these ttft- 
ployees were undoubtedly afraid that ELSHOFF would mine the newly acquired 
property through Mine "B". He stated that despite the fact ttat he slight re- 
ceive criticism from TOW anployees, he took the new Mine *A* employees end in- 
sisted that both mines be operated as separate mines* 

By memorandum submitted by HAMMER it is reflected that ELSHOFF came 
to the NLRB on November 1 , 1941 . He told 'WAGNER he personally purchased assets 
and unexpired lease of Mine "A* t that these assets he had in turn leased to 
Mine "B” Coal Company which is now operating Mine "A*. He stated that he first 
had hoped to mine the coal in Mine "A* from mine *B". He stated that when he 
purchased Mine *A W it was not in operation. After he purchased the assets 
arrangements were made to reopen the mine on September 23, 1941 > that he ssnt 
notices to all former anployoes of Mine "A” advising them of the purchase, and 
that if any of the onployees desired to continue work in that mine they should 
report to work within ten days; that prior to the opening of the mine EL8H0FF 
wna informed by HMJND3GK that TOW represented a majority of the former em- 
ployees of Mine "A"; that EDMONDSON presented 199 notarised statements of former 
employees of Mine "A* which designated TOW as their bargaining representative. 
EDMONDSON also received notarised copies of the minutes of the local wiion of 
the Progressive Mine Workers which union had been in existence at Mine "A*. 

On the basis of this evidenoe ELSHOFF said he signed an agreement with EDMTOBJSCN, 
and that EpyUNPSON insisted that Mine *A* be operated as a separate mine. At 
this time ELSHOFF stated that he did not believe that he was obligated to hire 
any of the former employees of Mine "A* since he had not taken over a corpora- 
tion but had merely purchased some of the assets of that corporation* 


A memorandum for the file submitted by MARTIN WAGNER indicates that 
he conferred with ELSHOFF on December 18, 1941. At this time ELSHOFF refused 
to turn over a copy of the minutes of the last meeting of PIS> No. 61 t that 
these were later obtained from EDMUND SON. ELSBDFF permitted inspection of the 
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ignating TOW as the bargaining representative. He stated that a majority of 
the employees held a special meeting on September 14, and changed their af- 
filiation from FMS* to TOW. ELSHOFF exhibited a contract signed on September 


16 between Mine "A” and TOJN. EDMUNDSON exhibited to WAGNER the authorisation 
slips, a sample copy of which is included in the photostats, signed by 199 in- 
dividuals on Sunday, September 14, when FMA Local 51 disbanded and new local 
7840 was formed. 


A copy ox the minutes of the special meeting of Local Union 51 , FMA, 
dated at 2*30 p»m. # September 14, 1941, at the Elks Club, Springfield, Illinois, 
is also contained in the photostats. *heee minutes reflect that the report , 
of the committee elected at a special meeting held on Thursday night r September 
11, 1941, was approved. The report of the committee who conferred with OSCAR 
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RE j JOSH L. L&V1S, ET AL 


INTERVIEW WITH FALCETTI, and RAY B3MUNDSON, was approved. A motion to 
GEORGE BOTT withdraw affiliation with HtA was approved . The meeting wae 

(continued) addressed by RAY EDMONDSON. Officers were 'elected* Pit Com- 

mittee was elected. It was moved and seconded that eaoh 
individual in attendance at the meeting sign an individual application for 
membership card in DMK, thereby designating TOW as the collective bargaining 
agent. 

By letter of December 15, 1941, WILLIAM KECK withdrew his charge 
before the NLRB. 


RE: JOHN h t L»*IS, ET AL 


INTERVIEW WITH JOHN H. CAR ROLL. JR. was intend qra^^jpeciolAgent 

JOHN H. CARROLL, JR. and Speei&l Agent 

i^oE^ftgo, Illinois, on Sept«nbe^i4^^45^n^^* 
CARROLL is General Freight Agent for the BAG Railroad, with offices in Grand 
(Centra! SlaLlBh, CtudagO, Illinois. This interview was conducted in view of 
the fact that ROBERT C. SOLOMON and L. G. PEFFBHLE, owner and attorney respec- 
tively, for Panther Creek Vines, Bpringfie^^^Il^^o^, advised in interviews 
reported in report of Special Agent Springfield, Illinois, 
dated September 15, 1945, that CARROLL had been connected with negotiations 
between ELSHQFF and SOLOMON in the contemplated purchase of Panther Creek 
properties. 

Mr. CARROLL advised that at the time of instant matter he was in- 
terested as a railroad man in securing more commercial coal business for the 
B 4 0 and Alton Railroads, He stated that he entered into the negotiations 
for the purchase of that property by CARL H., ELSHOFF purely as a railroad man 
to see if he could assist the negotiations in order to get the Panther Creek 
Mine properties in operation. He was called into the picture by the railroad 
company because of his acquaintanceship with bank officials in Springfield, 
Illinois. He stated that he met with SQLCUON on one occasion, and that ap- 
parently from that contact BOLOdON gathered the impression that he, CARROLL, 
wa6 interested financially in the transaction. Since this was entirely er- 
roneous, CARROLL stated he met with 80LQM0N upon a second occasion and dis- 
claimed any such interest in the transaction, 

He stated that while he did not have personal knowledge of CARL &• 
ELSHOFF 1 s financial condition he assvmed that BjSBQFF would not be able to 
finance the purchase of the Panther Creek properties on his own. He stated 
that he had talked with ELSHOFF briefly on the matter of the purchase* but no 
discussion was ever had as to whether ELSHOFF wcaild be able to secure the 
money or where he might secure the money. CARROLL stated that he probably at 
that time guessed that ELSHOFF might secure the money from either the United 
Mine Workers of America or JOHN L. LEJIS, since it had been nsnored at that 
time that the United Mine M orkers had financed ELSHOFF in connection with Mine 
"B". However, ELSHOFF or no one else ever told him where the money for the 
purchase if made by ELSHOFF might come. He stated that he knows RAT H5MIINDS0N 
and JOHN L. LEJIS* but that neither of these individuals ever mentioned this 
particular transaction. 

He further recalls that he was in the cocktail lounge of the Lei and 
Hotel, probably with SOLOMON and jSjSBDFF, and that the conversation had in- 
cluded matters pertaining to t <e Panther Creek purohase. He is not syre of 
all the persons at the table but seems to recall that RAY H)MtJNDSON came intC' 
the cocktail lounge and sat at the table, but as soon as ECMNNDSON joined the 
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RE i JOHN L. LmS, ET AL 


INTERVIEW WITH 
JOHN H. CARROLL, JR. 




group all discussion of the proposed purchase was 
dropped* 

He stated that he had attended in the late afternoon 


parties in ELSHOFF^s suite in the Morrison Hotel, but on none of these ooca-l 
sionB did he ever recall any conversation pertaini n g to this matter* He wasi 
questioned concerning other matters of interest in this o&se, but mas unable^ 
to furnish any pertinent information. j 

Interview with CARROLL failed to develop any pertinent information 
concerning this ease, and his knowledge is to be limited to hearsay Informs- 


t 
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JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL 


RE: 


INTERVIEW WITH 
JOHN W. DOHERTY 


Sr 


rent 


| and Special Agent (A 



interviewed JOHN W* DOHERTY, UnihBd~-*bBbI n OJ 
era of America, CIO, 205 West Wacker Drive ,Chl nagej Ill- 
inois on September 14, T91HT Bis ori'ide telephone WBBfefer la Utate 5126* This 
interview was conducted in accordance with a request from Idle Department a«rt 
out in Bureau letter dated August 23, 1943* This request asked that it bs M» 
certained what relationship existed between DOHERTY and HiMUNDSON, and as to 
whether DOHERTY was aware of 5)l£JNDS0K’s attitude at the time DOHERTY sug- 
gested to BAJORK that B5MUNDSON was perhaps willing to reiterate a previous 
offer to operate Mine "B*. This was set out in a memorandum written on Oc- 
tober 6, 1937 by LEONARD BAJORK. 


On interview, DOHERTY advised that from 1933 to 1936 he was an and- l 
itor with the United Mine Workers. His Job consisted of auditing the various l 
local union records throughout the State of Illinoisi that he worked for TJMW 
during the SNEED an d into the EDMUNDSON administration. In 1936 he went to 
6t. Louis, Missouri, where he remained until 1940 for the purpose of directing 
the organisation of the United Steel Workers of America under CIO in that area. 


I 


DOHERTY met LEONARD C. BAJORK in St. Louis when BAJORK was Regional 
Director of NLRB at Bt. Louis. Concerning BAJORK’ e memorandum to the effect 
tha t DOHERTY had suggested to BAJORK that RAY ©MUNDSON of the United Mine 
Workers waB perhaps willing to reiterate his previous offer to operate Mine "B r 
DOHERTY stated as follows; In connection with DOHERTY’S work for the United 
Steel Workers he had ccme to know BAJORK well, and had found him to be of 
great assistance. Thereafter, upon an ocoasion when he met EDMONDSON, date 
and place not recalled by DOHERTY, he learned that EDMONDSON did not know 
BAJORK. He, therefore, suggested to EEHUNDBON that he should meet BAJORK 
and become well acquainted with him, and thus he would be able to go to BAJORK 
when it was necessary to find out what could and could not be done in connec- 
tion with union matters. DOHERTY advised that no doubt as the result of this 
suggestion and some conversation with EDMUND SON that the memorandum referred 
to above was written by BAJORK. 


DOHERTY stated that especially since he was located in fit, Louis f 
during the pertinent period herein involved he had never talked with fflJMUNDSON,^ 
As a matter of fact, he had little opportunity to talk with EDMUNDSON in oon- ) 
nection with instant matter, and that at any event BQMIJND SON had never fur- 1 
nished him with any information concerning activities at Mine *B n . He did 
know that EDMONDSON was particularly active and particularly anxious to or- / 
ganixe Mine "B” DM W, but H3MUND30N had never given him any information as to / 
why. I 


. DOHERTY stated that he is peraomlly acquainted with JOHN L. LSTJ6, 
but that LE-flS had never talked with him concerning Mine *B* or Mine *A* 
problems, and that as a matter of fact LE/IS wap not likely to have done, so 
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INTERVIEW WITH ©specially if all the gossip Information he, DOHERTT, 

JOHN *. DOHERTY has is true, sine® LENI8 Is the type of mn who confide© 
(continued) only with the neoeasary. people on matter* ouch as tMi* 

•s' 

* 

DOHERTY mentioned that between 1955 and 1936 regular audit* were 

— ii. w . . A . * ■» .. Ta a a aj tNAtitromv « ^ jm- 4--U a 

made under tfre £S^n±i3J aamiiusxrB’cion in uuqdid. ax t*er w£lg£laa xcmv 
U1EV org&nitation in Illinois there were no audits for a period of some time 
until PACE was appointed as auditor i that PACE’s appointment was wade for 
■ttie reason that thB local membership had ocme to expeot the regular audits 
then made be DOHERTY, and that they demanded that these rogular audita he 
continued. He stated that PACE was apparently appointed merely to o&tlefy 
the local union members in the cueEtion of audits. DOHERTY etivted that he 
had heard of an audit and transfer of records from Local 64 to International 
Headquarters, but that this was really hearsay or gossip information, and 
that he had no direct information concerning it. 

i 

DOHERTY stated tJat one JOHN J. BROWJLEE, United Steel Sorters of 
Amerioa, CIO, 1500 Commonwealth Building, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, was pro©- 
wTit at ons or two of S#SH0FF ^ rties a t the Morrison Hotel In Chicago ^ it tA 

allegedly heard ELS HOFF leave instructions with the hotel and the Morrison 
bar that EDMUNDS ON was to have anything he wanted at the hotel, and that It 
was to be charged to ELSH0FF t a account* , 

From DOHE&TT's interview it appears that he la familiar With the 
general stcry ag appeared in the newspapers and from gossip from labor lead- 
ere, but is un ble to furnish any direct information of value concerning this 
case* 


< 
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RE; JOSS L. LETTS, ST AL 


' v 'y^£b-‘ 

HARHY FISHWICK., ST AL Reference is made to per* graph S of Bureau ^ ** 

▼a . JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL letter dated August 21, 1948, wherein It la 

#et out that the Criminal Division has ad- 
vised that in 1932 injunction proceedings were instituted in the State Court 
in Springfield, Illinois, against LEWIS which resulted in an Injunction fSpr*- 
bidding LEWIS from interfering with Progressive Mine Workers* activity in 
Illinois. The Criminal Division requested a oopy of these proceedings he 
secured and forwarded to the Department, ~ 

A careful search of the records of the Clerk of the Circuit Court, 
Sangamon County, Springfield, Illinois, failed to reveal any injunction pro- 
ceedings wherein the Progressive Mine Workers of America and JOHN L* LEWIS 
were parties to the action. 

A similar search of the records of the Federal District Court, 
Southern District, Southern Division of Illinois, was negatiye. 


The reoords, however, of the Clerk of Circuit Court, Sangamon 
County, Springfield, Illinois, under docket No. 62104, reflect that a hill 
of complaint was filed October 11, 1929, by HARRY FISHWTCK, et al* against 
JOHN L, LEWIS, at al. ThiB was an action in chancery request in' immediate 
temporary injunction and permanent injunction by the officers of the then 
District No. 12, U. M. W. of A. against JOHN L, LEWIS and other officers of 
the International T7. If. W. And individuals whom LEWIS had appointed to assume 
the various offices of District No. 12 in place of the elected officers, HAR- 
RY FISHWICK being one of the elected officers. In this case, JOSEPH A, LON- 
BRIGAN and FLOYD E. THOMPSON were the principal attorneys representing FISH- 
WICK. The principal attorneys representing JOHN L* LEWIS were HENRY H&RRW, 
CHARLES E. FEIRICH, V. PULVERMAN and and GILLESPIE, BORKE, *pd GILLESPIE. 


The docket alone in this case consumed several pages, and it is 
believed at this time too voluminous to quote. Numerous pleadings were 
filed including several amended bills of complaint, several answers eng 
amended answers, several eroas bills, amended answers to cross bills and 
amended cross bills. From time to time, numerous complainants and defend- 
ants were added and subtracted from the euit. The suit waa very active dur- 
ing the remainder of 1 929 and 1930. ffct April 17, 1930, the Court ordered a 
citation, for contempt against JOHN L. LEWIS and aevaral others. Later in 
July, the citation against most of the others for contempt was dismissed. 

The pleadings in this case are very voluminous end would fill at least one 
file drawer. 


A check ef the records of the Clerk of the Circuit Court of 
Appeals, Supreme Court Building, Springfield, Illinois, revealed that mm 
a result of the proceedings in Circuit Court of Sangamon County in connec- 
tion with instant case, two appeals were taken. The first appeal by JOHN 
L. LEWIS contends that. the temporary injunction imposed by the Circuit 
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RE: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL 


Court should be dismissed, fhe Circuit 
Court of Appeals affirmed the Lower Court 1 • 
decision end did not dismiss the temporary 
injunction* 

* 

The second case involves the content iorTof LEWIS that the perman- 
ent injunction should hot have been Issued and was erroneously issued by 
the lower Court in view of the fact that the complainant had not maintained 
the status quo in that that body had .called an interna tonal convention and 
elected new international ■officers when previously LEWIS had secured a ma- 
jority of signatures of members in favor of indefinitely postponing the in- 
ternational convention. 


HARRY FISHVfTCE , ET AL 
vs. JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL 
(Continued) 


The printed reoord in the first case in the Appellate Court con- 
sisted of an abstract; statement ‘brief in argument; and reply brief $he 
appellant, JOHN L. LEvnS. Also an additional abstract and brief Of the 
appellee, HARRY FISBTICK. The printed record of the second case In Appellat 
Court consists of an abstract of record and statement brief in argument for 
the appellant, JOHN L, LEWIS; also reply brief of appellees and additional 
abstract for the appellees. All these printed documents are voluminous. 

The result of both appeals was, lower court wa6 upheld in both in- 
stances retaining in effect t e temporary injunction and approving t he per- 
manent injunction. The^two opinions of the Circuit Court of Appeal contain 
a brief concise summary of the facts and the law and are reported in the 
following citations: ' 

"256, Illinois AppeBato Court Reports, 402 
206, Illinois Appellate Court Reports, 230" 

In view oft he voluminous nature of the ease record and plead- 
ings in this case, copies of the proceedings are at this time not. being 
secured. It appears that they would have little value except as background 
information in connection with instant case, in view of the fact that the 
case involves a dispute within the U. M. W. of A. union end is not between 
members of the U. M, ',7. and the Progressive Mine Workers. 



KB: JOHN L. US3IS, ET A1 


UJTEHVHT7 WITH owing inve stigation 'was condu cted by Special Agents 

JOHN GROH Springfield, mi- 

noisonaeptemDer 1x^194?^^^^^^^^^ 

At the Office of the Springfield Field division Agents interviewed 
JOHN GROK, Pawnee, Illinois, who furnished the statement mentioned herein. 


In regard to the exhibits mentioned in his statenent from JG-1 to 
JG-19 inclusive* it might be gtstsd that the/ bto being retained in the ox-* 
hibit section of instant case and are not being set forth in detail as it is 
felt that other reference has been made to the reports and affidavits in 
interviews with other officials and miners. 

In regard to these exhibits, MR. QR£® requested that they be returned 
to hin after instant case is disposed of. 


GROH also advised that back in 1910 ho shot a rabbit in Pawnee, 
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got a warrant out and the- Police at Pawnee, Illinois arrested him but did not 
put his in Jail and after the matter was explained the warrant was dismissed. 

He further said that in 1932 or 1933 the Sheriff of Spr infield, Illi- 

nois c; me to his home and arrested him on a p assault and battery warrant and 

took him to the County Jail whore he was held about 20 minutes and was then 

released on bond and was bound over to the Grand Jury. GROH said he was not 

near tho scone of the assault and battery but was in another town and had • 

nothing to do with the case. He further said he never heard anything further 

about the case and never was indicted or tried. 

* 

\ 

It Was noted that JOHN GROH is an intelligent individual and he speaks 
in a clear tone and is readily understood. Ho advised he is willing to co- 
operate to the fullest extent and will testify if necessary. It is felt that 
he would make a very good witness and ho said he can testify from his recol- 1 
lection end also from the reports and affidavits and notes which he turned 
over tc Agents. It might be stated that QROII had given the above exhibits 
to Xr. SCJINEIUER of FLA who brought them to the Springfield Field Division 
a f .w days earlier in order that they would be available when Ur. GROH came 
to be interviewed. In regard to these exhibits and copies of affidavits, 

Mr. GROH put his initial plus tho number and date on each report or affidavit. 

The signed statement which he furnished is as follows* 

•Springfield, Jll. 

Sept. XL, 1943 


Pawnee , 



111 , hereby give the foil owing statement to 

twho are known to «e to be Special Agents 


HE: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL 


HITERVIE? WITH 
JOHN ORCH 

(continued) 


of the F.B.I. No threats or promises have -been made me to 
procure this statement and I make It of agr dKft 
free Trill. 


"I an presently omployod by the Weaver Kami. Co. Springfield, HI. I to.- 
born Jul. 10, 1388 in Hungary^ I ccmc to U. S. in 1900 and boeane a citizen 
through m, fathers naturalization in 1906 or 1900, I first joined a mine 

.>^4 -v^ +• T < ** T“J 1 4 v> *1 QH1 4-V>4 a wj-.’c TT V TJ T hfiV/ro VvaI rt 
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in the unions from tine to time, holding all local offices at one time or 
another. I have been a P.M.A. board neater f ran Sept. 1939 to Fob. 1941 
this lias the District Board for Springfield, 111. Mine *B W was included iq 
ew district. I have nover worked at Mint; W B W , I had nothing to do with 
affairs at nine B until I b^ame a board nenber ^ust prior to the reopening 
of the mine in 1939. 


I ; 

t 


*U attention was first called to the mine •B 11 situation when I read 
in the paper that the mine was reopening. I then called Mr. Elshoff and told 
him I was interested in the reopening of mine *B” as a Board member of P.M.A. 
which had the bargaining rights in his mine, fie told sao he had nothing to tul N 
to no ab;ut arri didn’t intend to discuss the opening of nine *B* with ne or 
the organization that I represent. I informed him that P.M.A. had the 
bargaining righto and that wc were interested in the opening of this nine. 
became a little abusive and I then contacted the lawyer he had hired to repre- 
sent him. The lawyer told me Elshoff was going to open the nine under an opci. 
shop. This was in the lawyer’s office at 5th L Adams. Through the attorney 
we finally got an interview with Mr. Elshoff, Mr. Falsetti and the attorney^ 
Mr. McCann, Mr. Sock, Mr. Badock and I net with these non at the District 
P.M.A. heaxquarters. Mr. Lee Ens^l was the Attorney for Mr. Elsh ft, The^ 

O ..A fTW* n » ^ +ln. n i-i tf Dtt i' . tr+n o al T ^ + wwaur*-'! T Vi’t c ftito 
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had a discussion and could net get together at this time Mr. Elshoff made 
the statement that he wjuldn f t si<yn a contract with either union. This 
meeting took place a few days after the nine was opened as an open shop, as 
I recall. After this meeting wc the P.H.A. officials decided since we 
c Tuld reach no agreement that vre would lust (fK.dc our tine until something 
happened to call the board uoreb r into the picture. This would tk when a 
controversy arose at the nine between the union and the company that could 
not b--- settled by the local officers. 


Such a controversy did arise and I went out there and he refused to 
talk with me. I returned to vy office and shortly reclevod a call from 
Elshoff telling me he was wrong, that under the N. Li.fi. B. ruling he wo. Id have 
to deal with ne. He asked nc to return to his office at the mine. This was 
a short time after tho first conference. I returned alone, the local pit 
coonittoc consisting of Bill Schcrve, a nan by the name of Bazitini, John 
Malacker then Pres, of local 54, were of course there. tTo met with Elshoff, 
who do.lt with us but did so in a very off-hand manner asking us fool wo wer* 
unwelcome, we reached no a ^roement. Elshoff said he would not do twsinccs 
as in the cast but outlined a proceeding of his I could not accept thi. 
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RE: JOHN L. LEVIS, ET AL 


INTERVHT7 T7ITH and told hln that I could only do business with liin as with 

JOHN GROH all others. We achieved nothing ty this ueeting. The 

(continued) ncth^xi offered by Elshoff for handling natters made hin the 

-sole judge as to who should be dischar;;Gd anti wly. He said 
it vas his property and he w luld run it as he sav; fit with no interference from 
anyone, the way he saw fit. I of course told hiu that as we *ere the 
bargaining agent lie would have to change: his nind. He said that tine would 
tell as to that. Ko then got personal and told ne that what happened out 
there was no nsiness of nine, tie repeat d this procecdure several tines 
always with the scuoe results. Finally wc net with Elshoff at the Lcland Hotel 
and held negotiations. 

"I have turned over to the Federal Bureau of Investigation copies 
of notes taken at various meetings held between representatives of the 
F.l'.A., of which I was one and representatives of the liine n B B Coal Co. of 
which Mr. Elshoff was one. These notes were Made in long hand by Ur. 

McCann at the tine of these- meetings and he afterwards had then typed 
giving copies to those attendin. . These copies were given to the representa- 
tives of nine n B n as well and it was agreed anong all that they actually 
described what took place at these meetings. I an identifying ny copies of 
these notes and verifying the inf ornnti on as contained therein. It is ay 
feelin. that these negotiati >ns were all a farce and were entered in 
by the representatives of Mine B B n without a good faith and with no intent to 
nakc any contract with P.M.j*. but intending at the tine to nakc U.1I.T7. the 
bar ;ainin j a.cnt at the nine. This was the impression I received fron the 
mcetin s and the pr ?cceduro there. 

M I an identifyin . the first notes as J. G. 1 and verify tho information 
therein as boin. a rocor ‘ >f this oeetin ; as it took place. I have nothing 
t ■> a’ ’ at this tine. These notes refer to the nee tin;: of Feb 15# 1940 held 
at the office of Mr. Kock in p.l'.A. headquarters. 

"I an i 'entifyin; ; the sec ond notes as J. G. -2 an 1 , verify the in- 
formation therein as being a record of this :^etin - as it took place. I have 
nothin to aid at this tine. These notes refer to the neetin held May 2, 1940 
in the jffice of Attorney Lee Enscl. 

*1 an identifying the third notes as J. G. -3 and verify the infirna- 
ti >n therein as being a rocor i of this laeeting as it took place. I have 
nothin., tj aid at this tine. These notes refer to the meeting held May 9, 

1940 at the Leland H>tcl. 

"I an identifyin : the fourth notes as J, G, -4 and verify the inf or- 
mti :-n therein as being a record of this neetin_. as it took place, I have 
njthin^ to a:ll at this tine. These notes refer to a neetin t hel l Juno 18. 

1940 at the Lelani Hotel. 
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TtC* JOHN L. IE', IS, ET AL 


INTEROTf TOTH "I an identifyin the fifth set of notes as J. 0. 5. These 
JOHN GROH notes are an accurate record of the neetin,. described 

(continued) therein as it took place. I have nothin., to aid at this 

tine. These n ;tes refer to a nectin t held Juno 27, 1940 
at the Leland Hotel. 

"I arc identifying the sixth set of notes as J. G. 6. These notes arc 
an accurate record ~>f the meeting described therein as it took place. I 
have r, .thin t add at this tine. These notes refer to a nectin ; held July 11, 
1940 at the Lclc.nl Hotel. 

M I arc identifying the seventh set of notes as J. G. 7. These notes 
are an accurate rec ?rd of the nectin,; described therein as it took place, 

I have nothin , t. add at this tine. These notes refer to a nectin.; held 
July 13, 1940 at the Leland Hotel. 

”1 arc i lontifyin a sot if notes as J. G. 8 this is an exact copy of 
the t -stinony I pave under >ath to the Bureau of Internal Revenue, in 
questi ;n and answer fern. 


’’Burin ■ this period I went to nine "B” and saw there Eddie Heckelbcck, 

I ha I known him by scein... him at various union conventi >ns. Ho was at 
nine n B” as a M Kir Inspector* 1 , this was a new job at nine be and I believe 
it was a can of la; me for his or ani ational activities. He Hal what we called 
a ’’Vreckin Crew*' of U.II.V. eranizers with hire s one are* vvn. Lanski, a 
nan died Shucy (ph.) Cud c Baum arner, and about twc.ity others that I knew 
but can't recall iff Jiand. I found that these non had boon placed in 
strate. ic sp^ts in the nine where they could contact each nan. x heso men 
be zi. to intiuidate the i.ien forcing then to join U.K.'s?. This information 
c - t* t . ne f r on the non. These were roen who ha.-, not worked since 1937, they 
wore told to rcc in confidence s >ne > f the non even sayin . that if put >n the 
stand the. v; mid deny what they had told. They would say they knew this was 
wr ng but they and their family had t 1 eat. Among those or nnizers r.ie-nti 'ned 
were, th . Lindsey Brothers they were hard men. Sone of these i.iens activities 
c -nsistod. of cuttin . tires an'! nc-delling with the ignition systems on cars & 
trucks balon ing t the non rnt side :f U.H.b". One of these non was named 
Pete Cl v;a, another Dixon, one Hick. 4 fellow named Go j. Buchaito, 0. IS. 
c )nn. Eliz. E Griffith Avc. was contacted by Ed. Heckelbcck on 7/5 '40 asked 
him vhat or.aniaati >n he was payin • dues t >. Heckelbcck told hirc he better 
quit payin.; dues t o P.II.d. and insisted he bitter join U.I’.'d. he w mid n »t sign 
bo on tliat evenin '. Sarc Albane3& and lim. Lansky called at his hone and forced 
him t> join U.K.E. under threats. 

Alec linens ich was approached by Hocklcbock L Bohanon on Jul 9, 1940 and 
was forced to si n up with U.’L'.'. 
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HEi JOHN L. LET -IS, EX AL 


INTIRVUTf WITH "Andy Kocyr.n, Auburn, 111. tos ap.s* oeched by TUn. Lansky 
JOHN GROH an I an >thcr or r.nizcr at his h -no ui July 31st, 1940| 

(c:ntinuod) he was tali he uust si . 71 up with U.ll.W. or he v >uldn t 

work at isinc B or any other nine, 

n I recall that the fnllowir.-: non have -.-ale affidavits shewing In- 
st nee:: of violence and intini lati n which a.fidavits were nade in rjy 
presence. There must have been at least 25 or 30 such affidavits na to one by 
Pete KIj a, one by a little Ito-lian whose name I d'n't recall but who we 
c .lle Charlie Chaplin. Another was James Schnieder, another *;n. Kolinsky, 
Vincent Katjika am Anthony Cuiffetelli. 


"There tier* numerous aen who cane t' roc with c ;nplaints abmt acts of 
vi lence'anl intiridati on a ainst aen at Mine B anon j those I remember 

TD ^ 4- ^ .1-1 ps y t 7^. C Cn Cl*-. U \wn Tin + i n .Tnv'lr^ c TH Vm^rmn - 
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Anton Buize, Tony Pikeridus, Geir c Smith Vird.on, Lester Vilkerson and aajy, 
many n re. that I can not recall. 


"Additional monish; made affidavits as to the intimidations at nine 
be ar:, Saladore Catalano and Caaile Randa2z ). Frank Sieders, Mathew Console, 
~e Go Iran and Cly ie Heads all 'f these men were als beaten. 


’Others who node affa Ilvits in qy presence but were not beaten 
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Bryant. 


"Sonc non who brought c>npo.lints to me but did not nake 
affidavits that I kn n; >£ were , J >hn Prehoda, Th >mas Hale, and Paris 
Causcclli. 


"I have male several rep >rts Sc affa davits on various occasions per- 
t.iinin t ■> vari vus natters connected with the controversy at Mine "B" sonc 

r> l ■, *r • t_ .. j. _ . __f r< it . • Z _U T TT7Z T ^ 4,, ^.* 1 -J 4- ■ 
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the Federal Bureau of Invest! ;ati :n. I an identifying each of these and 
reaffirning the information contained therein. 


"The first of these is undated and is a report I made on a discharge 
case of a shot-firer named ffm. Bryant and others. I made this report to 
Mr. Keck then President of F.M.A. This report is in the nature of a summary 
of what had happened in regard to these cases. It is "to be noted that at 
this time the P.H.A. was the elected bargaining agent for all men at Mine *B" 
regardless of the Union to which they belonged, nevertheless the Company 
officials recognized and dealt with Chas. Bohanon as the representative of 
the U.M/iV. , In the discharge case of John Remac. It is cy observation 
that in dispute cases involving U.M.Tj, the Company officials would give then 
prior attention and preference over cases involving men who were members of 
tb° F.M.A. • Tffm. Bryant the shot-firer was entitled to tJ hours pay for * n 
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E;iERV3K£ TJITH hour day under tho recognised treatment of men engaged in 
JOHN GHOH this occupation, however when. P.M.A. tried to have this 

(continued) matter cared for tho Company refused to write his cane up. 

But as soon as the U.M.ii. erne in this natter was settlod 
and Bryant was paid back wages. I run identifying this report as J. G.-9. 

"Exhibit J. G. -10 is a copy of an affidavit dated Sept. 12, 1940, 
this is an affidavit 'that sots out ny findings on the question as to whether 
or not p.Ii.A. men were being hired at nine B as well as U.K.'s. members. It 
was th. contention of tho company officials that they were hiring P.M.A. men 
as well as U.U.K. I made this investigation because of numerous complaints 
that I had received from P.M.A. non to the effect that they could not get 
jobs at Mine B although non were being hired there. I am making as 
exhibit J. G. 10-A a copyof an affidavit made by no dated in October, 1940, 
this r sfors to men who wore employed at nine rt B M who were not Progressives and 
men who were Progressives who were denied jobs at mine "B n during the same 
period. This affadavit refers also to a group of P.ii.A. men who had there 
mining tools stolen and were submitted to other intimidations. I am identifying 
as further evidence an exhibit numbered J. G. 1GB which is a further list of 
p. men who were denied enplojncnt at mine B at the s;xic time others who 
are named therein were given work who where not members of the P.K.a. some 
of these others arc also named on this list. This list was made up by ne for 
my own use and other than some possible mistakes in spelling names is known 
to i-c to be correct. 

"I an also identifying copy of a joint affadavit made by myself 
Wn. Schcrve , Aner ic o Dantini and fc Badock. This was dated au . C, 1940 and 
refers to a statement by Elshoff that he would never sign a contract with 
P.K.A. I an reaffirming this statement and identifying it i.s J. G. -11. 

"I an turning over a copy of an affidavit made by me on Sopt. 12, 1940, 
which pertains to the coupe’. nics contention that two men they had hired wcrc- 
p. M,... members when in fact they were not. I am identifying this as J. G. 12, 

"I an identifying as exhibits J. G. 13 and 13 A a report made by 
:.c on a grievance of Anthony Cuiffctelli and j jy report of my 
f indins, s ^ in the .matter. It is wort:iy of note tiiat Cuiffetolli after making 
this rapjrt‘ca.iC to no with his wife and requested that it he withdrawn. He 
did n it deny tiiat he had been c nfactcd and told to withdraw the complaint but 
refused to tell the whole story as to who had contacted hin, he did mention 
the superintendent had talked to airs but would n >t tell no what was told him. 

The case was withdrawn which is a very unusual occourance . 

«I an identifying as exhibit no. J. G. -14 an affadavit made by ne 
relative to one H. V." Carver, who was hired at nine "B” and claimed by the - 
management to be a Pr jgrtssive but who was actually no longer a P.M.A. member 
but was strong for U.15.A'. 


jb?+ L# LETTS, ET J*L 


INTERVIEW' ’WITH "I an identifying as exhibits J. G. 15-16-17 & 18 

JOHN CROH aff adavits nado by Mike Villen, Janes Schneider, Pete 

(continued) Kloja and Wn« Schervo. These affadavlts were aade in 

uy presence and concern these nen bcin^ contacted to 

join the U. I:.'.*. 

W I an turning vor to Agents of the F.B.I. 12 pajes of lon'-hand notes 
which I havv. used tu refresh toy rocollccti jn. These arc n otes made by uysclf 
I an identify in , then as J. G. 19, they have been kept in ay possession until 
this tir.ic as iiavc all other papers I have turned over to ^onts. 

n I have boon shown a cop;' of an a ffadavit nado by no (l-B-57) which 
I roc vnizc as havin ; t nado. It is in regard to" tho fact that there are no 
check- ffs ;f union duos at nine B B : ’. I affine that it is tru- and correct 
and th .t tho signature thereon is vine it is dated A u ,. 10, 1940. I had tried 
to pet Elshofi to install th- check-off systeie at nine "B" which had been in 
effect at nine n B" pri or to the strike^ T7c cv«n sh ’wed that the N.L.H.B. 
rulin ■ provided for this as one 1 the rights enjoyed by th' ninors prior to 
the shut-down. He on aany occasions had refused to grant this request L ;ivin£: 
various reasons therefore. 

”1 have been shown a copy of n j dnt affadavit nade by nysclf, T7n. 

Keck, Shorvc k John licCann, (l-B-30). This affadavit pertains to its 
si ners havinr. notified Mr. Elshoff on riany occasions of the intinidation bcinp 
used t_ sw in., the nen back to the U.U.'W. he had always denied any knowledge 
jf such action and clained nothin , of tho sort w ould be allowed at the nine. 

I reaffiru tho inf ornation contained therein and acknowledge ny si nature 
there on. Ve always t >ld Elsh off of each tine a nan was injured or beaten at 
the nine but he clained to lm nv nothin;, about it. I must have known of it 
however because of the hospital bills and conpensati >n he ha 1 to pay. 

"I have been shown by A onts a copy of an affidavit which is presently 
in the p ossessi n of the Fed. Bur. of Invest. This pert:. ins to the cnploy- 
nent of 4 nen at nine "B" who load to join the U.H.ii. in order to r et 

a job. The non arc Gc or.;e N or beet, Joe 0*Heri, Joe Vona anti Joe 2ini, the 
affadavit is dated S ,pt. 12, 1940^ It is true and correct and I rceJFfirn the 
inf ornatT on therein and an afi'ixin,, iiy ini tails thereto. 

"I do n't recall at the present nakiny the affadavit 'f Oct. 3, 1940 
which bears the nanes (not si natures ) .>£ wn. Keck, John McCann an! nysclf • 

I d o knoov however that on nuucr 'us occasions Falsctti has soadc cor prat >ry 
renarks c oncernino. P.M.A. (Exhibit 31). 

"Heckelbeck pa rior to corein-; to nine "B” was enployed by tho State of 
HI. Sales Tax division. Ha left this j >b t o ; p t ' nine "B". He shortly 
r.f tor the swine over to U.K.’W. quit nine "B" and went t o Chicago where he 
nx; is. 
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INT/RVIE/ ViTTH 

fiiimy flrs/MT 

ounvi oruvn 
(c mtinued) 


"The P.n.A* did nothin/ to keep the nine B nen in lino ise 
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Our hands ■were tied by the injunction •which "we tried to 
have disol ved but ire were not able t> do that* 


n jjy under st.-.ndin , )f hon the U»l!/u* vj on the 2nd N.L.R.S. is that the 
nen vc re t urt that if the vote -went f ;r the rr > yessives there -would be no 
n re ' rk at nine ”B" . The uon themselves told ixv this but r.t the sane tine 
t Id no that if they wore put on the stand they r )uld deny it rather than 
run the risk >f bcin beaten or persecuted. 


M Pri r t: 1937 fr or. 1932 vrhon a :ean vented a j oh in the nine for his 
s ;n, ho was t -.Id that the Ider men with yvod cards tv uld have to be yiven 
preference but that if the tine ever carve when the situati on was such that n* 
older ::.-n were waj tin the/ c mid yet a j-b for the son. *«hon the rine re- 
opened in 1937 however and a ran wanted a j ob for his son he was told to see 

the U. !!/.', or 'anizers, who w ul ' tell bin he c ml! to work at nee if he 

an’ his father would j .in the U.?% •* In this way the U.K.”* /at s-ne non to 

~-..4 ^ -**^.«* *- * 4-u mu . t? O 4 Air nn'lni- + Voro T> 7T / Vo i»v J n ^+. V\rr>r> t r'dn-pTnri 

^ f ■. x J i - VLl L« > 1UO l tkiVJ VJi OU4 vnv A ***»*--* *» v —- *■ — — 

but the circuits tineas ..-f the fardly v ml i b.; taken in consideration in 
special cases and the b yjs Would be /iven a job. 


»I have n . inforuati n -f uy own kn jwlod. e as to how Elshoff could 
afford to keep nine be closed for so Ion ... Run or was that somebody was 
"Payin the Frie dit.*"” I have asked Elshoff ab ut this tine and a.;ain and 
he ha~ always avoided Ivin roc a direct answer. 


«I havo no personal know led e of the c jnciiti n of the nine when it 
pence!. I was told it was in as . o rl a shape as could be expected but I heard 
.f n thin, unusual. 


,r ..'hon the nine first opened I lie! a bad le . and could n't exert myself 
physically. On tv..- .ccasi >ns an attenpt was xoadc to stop ne. Once Chas. 

B harm ?n tried and mce a f : v 11 ov named Ray. I to Id them if they bothered no 
they v uld be s ;rry s v they let no y unmolested. 


«I ha re read the f .-re/oinc state.ieirt of 17 hand-written pa cs an’ to 
the best vf ny kn nrled,e and belief it is all true and correct. I an theref r. 
si nin it of ;y mn free will an’ voliti >n.” 


^.Titncssed: 



pec. A-yt. 
Special 


F.B.I. 

1 *. out, 


/s/ "John Gr oh” 
(Ililw. ) 

F.B.I. , St. Paul, I'inn." 


"Sprin '.field. 111. 

Sept, il, 1943” 

- 700 - 


( 

I 

< 

Affi JOHN 1/* USViXSj ETAL 





RVTEVJ ViITH wh^rosidoa Springfiold, II- 

llnoi^^toiophono HP -was intorviovod at the Springfiold 
Fiold Offieo on tho aTtornoo^o^Soptorabor 7^^43^by 
Agonts mHpHP|Hp and PHpH^ipHPPUHP BIH^B^Badvisod 

that ho was OL’t^min^^ ^unxil 1952 ^ whon ho qu l 

a jcbj 






B "stated thatin tho tino that hohad 
known ELSHOFF ho had novor 6oon nimVith 30HN L. US' /IS, or RAY EDMUNDS ON, 
oxo opt that ho tod soon EDMONSON and ELSHOFF talk togotho^t tho Lolond 
Hotol on oooasicns. ELSHOFF ato thoro froquontly.|^HHHP had g o - so op 
ELSHO FF and anv officials of any labor un ion oonfor at any time, 

Ho novor hoard EL SHOFF s&3 
unions at all,| 




Duo to tho faot that ovidonoed gonsidora hlo nervou s- 

noss and lapso of memory, it appoarod to interviewing agents that 

was ocnooaling some foots oonooming his Vnowlodgo of tho ootivitios oi 
CARL ELSHOFF. 
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B at JOHN L* LBttS, ET AL 


IRTEVI0V LITH Mr. JOHN R. SAKE, who i s jarflMufel y the States Attorney 


Vine TCorkers of America in the latter part of 1 937 and continued in 
that capacity until August, 1941* !£*» KANE advised that he would need 

his letters and other records to refresh his recollection of the events 
and conversation on certain specific dates. However, he va s questioned 
specifically as to whether or not at any time during his negotiations 
with Elshoff and his counsel the matter of Elehoff's subsidation by 
the United Mine T.orkers was ever openly charged* Mr. KANE stated that he 
never openly made thst charge during his negotiations with them because 
he was attempting to get the contract signed by ELSHOFF with the 
Progressive Mine Worker s of America and that such e charge would simply 
aggravate matters. In the early part of the negotiations with ELSHOFF 
ELSHOFF repeatedly stated that he could not enter into closed shop 
contract with the FVA because if he did he. would be liable for contempt 
under the Federal Court order which was issued in 1938* This Court 
order provided that ELSHOFF should reemploy all workers in the mine as 
of vpy 12, 1938. To have signed a closed contract with the PEA would 
have necessitated ELSHOFF also employing the twelve men who had been 
expelled from the Progressives. ELSHOFF contended that this would be 
a discrimination against new men and that he would have been liable for 
contempt as he should have signed a closed shop contract. Fir. KANE 
stated that he and the Attorneys for the American Federation of Labor 
obtained an advisory opinion from the National Labor Board stating that 
it would not be e violation of the Court* s order to sign a closed chop 
contract under those circumstances. » He stated that ELSHOFF and hie 
attorney EHSEL dropped any legal pretense for refusing to sign c contract 
with the Progressives and simply refused to do business with them. 


affidavit of September 13, 1940 at which time he stated that on November 
29 or 30, 1939 he met with CARL ELSHOFF at the Leland Hotel at ELSHCFF* c 


with the progressives* At that meeting ELSHOFF' stated that he would 
not grant the Progressive organization a check off in dues because he 
did not like the organization and intended to do everything in his 
power to disappoint it. ELSHOFF stated on that occasion that he would 
deal with his employees at the mine but that he would not agree to 
anything that would be of aid or benefit to the Progressive organisation. 
Ho further stated that not only did he dislike the Progressive organiza* 
tion but he did not like its officials or its attorneys. 


JOHN R. KAlffi at Harrisburg, Illinois, was interviewed by Special 



n September 14, 1943 at Harrisburg, 


Illinois. 



J U_ 

u baa u ikj 



Ur. KANE tiro vas specifically questioned concerning hie 
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INTERVIEW WITH On, the above occasion Mr. KANE stated that he pro- 

J0H3J R« KANE oeeded to the Inland Hotel at ELSHOFF* s request to 

discuss the institution of a check off at Kine B. At 
■that time ELSHOFF was with some other individual •whan he, KANE, did not 
know. ELSHOFF at that time was somewhat intoxicated, which, according 
to Jr. KANE, accounted for ELSHOFF* e lack of judgment and discretion in 
making those statements. On all other occasions Mr. KANE stated that 
ELSHOFF was very discreet and tight lipped. In conferences most of the 
talking was done by ELSHOFF* s Attorney. 

Further reference was -nade to the discussion with Nr. KANE 
concerning the advisory opinion from the Labor Bocrd. Hr. KANE stated 
that he furnished this opinion to ELSKOFF’s attorney, LEE EKSEL, by 
letter and that he is certain the matter _ cEme to ELSHOFF* e attention 
because they disoussed it between them in their conferences. 

Kt. KANE stated that when the mine opened in November he was 
fully prepared to file an action citing ELShOFF for contempt in his 
failure to negotiate with the F'A. kr. KATE* 8 proposed action brought 
obout sene investigation by representatives of the National Labor 
Relation’ s Board who allegedly told ELSHOFF that unless he negotiated 
■with Progressive he would be liable for contempt. For e. period of time 
after this pressure was brought to bear, ELSHOFF appeared to be willing 
to negotiate with the Progressives, never, however, to the extent of 
signing a contract. Mr. KANE also informed that before ELSHOFF opened 
the mine he eent men around to talk to the former employees of Mine B 
to see if they were willing to come back to work and in this manner was 
more or less able to determine the relative strength of the Progressives 
at that time. After the mine opened charges were brought alleging that 
ELSHOFF was employing UUV in preference to the Progressives. Kr. KANE 
informed that ELSHOFF worked a very clever scheme in ttic reject. Most 
of the men who were employed at that time were men who had formerly 
worked in a mine organised by the Progressives in 193? which had shut 
down amost immediately. These men possibly had been out of work for 
several years and were eventually offered a job at Mine B. In every 
instance the record as produced by ELSHOFF would show that they had been 
members of the FNA. However, thfe umber ship was not ourrent. It dated 
back to 1S32. 

L : ith respect to tho dynamite and bombings in Illinois from 1932 
to 1937 Mr. KANE stated that there were three sets of bombers, thoso 
with the P!A, those with the U1T. and those with the operators. Mr. 

KANE was positive that he could produce affidavits end witnesses establish- 
ing the fact that EDMUKDSOK v-.e instrumental in bringing dynamite into 
Illinois and also high petered rifles and ammunition. 


0 



p 

Re i job; x» lej is, bt al 


lent' 

le ' ?D 


IOTERVUS'i TftlTH Mr. KANE vae also interrogated as to whether or not he 

JOHN P L# KANE knew of any individual eituatione in other mines in 

(continued) Illinois which might be comparable to that at Mine B 

in 1937, For example $ whether any other mine owners 
might be approached by EIirUIDSON or other BIT* officials with the 
proposition that they close their mine down until it could be organised 
by U1 -v. • llr, KAKE was sure that he could locate possibly two or three 
other such mines. He could cot recall their names at that time # however* 



i 


Mr. KAKE stated that he would be in Springfield on a later date 
at which time he would go over his records more thoroughly and call 
at the Springfield Office for a further interview. 
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RE: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL 


INTERVIEW YilTH Mr. MALLOY is presently located In the State Capitol / 
CHARLES MALLOY Building where he is the Superintendent of Buildings*/ 

This interview was conducted on the baoi* of infonuatp.CE 
furnished by Mr. "WILLIAM RYAN, former owner of Mine A, who stated Mr, 

MALLOY possibly had information concerning an attempted purchase of a mine 
located in Bond County, Illinois by CARL H. ELSHOFF. 

Mr. MAL LOY was very cooperative, advising that this mine was the 
. pocohontas Mine, w hich was located at Pocohontas, Illinois in Bond County. 
The mine was formerly owned by parties living in East St. Louis. Aa a re- 
sult of the death of the owner the mine was sold to a Jewish junk dealer 
in Terre Haute, Indiana. It was the desire of a Mr. WOOSLEY and other 
citizens in Pocohontas to keep the mine cpen. They made a proposition to 
the junk dealer in Terre Haute whereby they would form a corporation on a 
cooperative basis, sell stock, and thus raise money to operate the mine* 

It was estimated that it would take S60.000 to put the mine in operation. 

Mr. WOOSLEY was unable to promote this proposition and raise the necessary 
money. He appealed to Ur. MALLOY for assistance in finding a man who would 
be willing to operate the mine. Mr. MALLOY stated that Mr. RYAN was a 
personal friend of his, so he endeavored to interest Mr. RYAN in the oper- 
ation of the mine. He found, however, that Mr. RYAN had retired from the 
coal business, and was not interested. 

Mr. RYAN subsequently brought CARL H. ELSHOFF to his, Mr. MALLOY’ e 
home, and at that time which was approximately six months ago, ELSHOFF 
indicated an interest in purchasing the mine. A caj.1 was placed to Mr# 
WOOSLEY in Pocohontas to see if the mine were still available, for it was 
Mr. MALLOY'S understanding that the option to purchase and operate the 
mine ran only for a limited time, Mr. MOCSLEY advised by telephone that 
the option had expired and that in fact the junk dealer was already t akin g 
the equipment out of the mine and scrapping it. This, according to Mr. 
MALLOY, terminated the negotiations; hence no proposition was made and no 
conversation was had as to how Elshoff would finance the proposition even 
if it could be concluded* 
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Hot JOHN L. IEWIS, ET AL 
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Ur. 


INTERVIEW WITH 
DUNCAN atlTH and 


Mr. DONCAH SMITH who real do sat , 

?eoria, I llinoie. was interviewee 

L^presenr^^TBoard w nrihar fey th*> wa for the 
area. He was interviewed epeoifically regarding the oirounstanoeB 
of the "orgahlration of the. Pek in Mi ning Company "by Biff in the summer 
ofjja a.6. Iff. SiTITH produced his newspaper files whioh gave a written 
detailed"'57&ount of the events pertaining to this mine. The mine 
foremerly had been corned by the Grant Erothers and was under contract 
with the Progressive miners. In the summer of 1936 the mine was sold 
to Kr. Fred Schaeffer in Pekin, Illinoie. Even though the Progressives 
v>gj a n contract n ith +hs JTom©r cTwnsr, S - h&6ffsr rsfus^d to ns^otidts 
with the Progressive stating that the contract did not hind him and 
signed a contract with the U1&7# he refused to deal with the Progressive 

and to open ills mine until it could be worked with the TJIJt* Mr# 

Smith stated that his organisation tried to enforce their oontraet 
but a decision was handed down against them by the Cirouit Court Judge* 

It was also found that the National Labor Relations Board had handed 

down a ruling stating that whenever a mine changed owners ha was not 

bound by the labor contract executed by the former owner# Ifr# SMITH 
was not aware of whether or not SC 5AEFFER w&$ *ubsidi£ed by the OMT* 
during the time that the nine was shut down. Hie charge was made but 
no evidence was ever developed to substantiate it* 


Mr. SUITE personally talked to SCHAEFER who stated that he 
operated a construction company, the employees of which had always 
been members of the A. P. of L# and that if he signed up with another 
organisation he would lose some 1600 A.P. of L* customers in Illinois 
and that he would not open a mine exoept under an A.F* of L. union# 

At that time the TOj was still a part of the American Federation of 
Labor# However, Bince the expulsion of the DM*' tram the A#F* of b* , 

Mr. SCHA EF ER has never entered into any negotiation with the Progressives 
relative to signing the contracts with their organisation which is nw 
a member of the A*F. of L* 


In view of the fact that Kr# WILLIAM RYAE, former owner of Mine 
A, Springfield, Illinois, had stated that one ROBERT ROEK had possibly 
been approached by EKUIIDSQN in a situation similar to the Kine B 
case Mr ; SUTE was questioned as to any knowledge that he might have 
of that situation as he would have jurisdiction as e Board member. 

Kr. SMI TH was acquainted with RONK who had grated mines at Hanna^City 
and Kidd el Grove, Illinois. Mr# SMITH informed tnat RONK had never 
— operated any^iu nf ogreesive. His mines in fact even after 
the break in 1932 ha4 opened under D}^ : # Hence it appeared that a 
situation such as the Mine B case could never have occurred in mines 
owned by HONK. 


716 - 













Set 


JOHN L. IEWIS, ET A L 


INTERVIEW" WITH 
DUNCAN SKITH and 
ROBERT ROHK 
(continued) 

ally denied ever 
to his own nines 


1 However , Mr* ROM who now re side e at' 
CHHHApeoria, was located and interviewee 
^^SSgton # Illinois* Mr* ROM verified information 
furnished by Mr. ailTH and stated that he had new 
operated any mine except under the UW* Ufa epeoifio- 
having any conversations with EDtUKUSOS with respect 
concerning subsidation. 


During the course of the interview Vrith ROM he indicated a profit 
in dealing with the TJ1 St and advised that this was the general feeling 
among all coal operator e. He considered the break in the OUT ranks 
of 1932 as promoted by radicals and agitators within the OUV who had 
simply seised that opportunity to further their own political aspirations* 
Be was well aware that the progressives elected their ora officers but 
stated that this did not always v?urk to the best interests in negotia- 
tions and relationships. The men who wer3 elected to office were 
sometimes incompetent « He felt that the system under JOHN L* LfifclS 
was perhaps better whereby a man with LITIS 1 experience could appoint 
qualified labor leacors to handle the various disputes and negotiate 
tho various contracts* He stated that the UlS^ seemed to have better 
success in keeping their members in line and making them comply with 
the tonus of the contracts which were negotiated* 


i 


R6 i JOfilT L« 12 VIS 0 ST 


IHTERVIEff WITH 

CTrurii? .T frTOT w 


Interview was conducted by Special Agent] 

September 22. 1943. in .view of illfoP* 

^foo^umiahed by JACK GLASG<W. GLASGOTT ad- 
vised that one SAM WILLS, Division Superintendent of Peabody Coal Company# 
Tayl Orville, Illinois, contacted GIASGOIT concerning the rdail coal account 
of the Leland Hotel held by the Springfield Office of the Peabody Coal 
Company. WILLS pointed out tt»t the Leland Hotel account had been cut ap- 
proximately in half sometime after November, 1939. GLASGOW stated that he 
went to RAY EEMUNDSON in connection with this matter, and EDMUND® H replied 
that it was none of GLASGOW’S business. WILLS is now deceased. 


GEORGE J. STELTE of Peabody Coal Company Rota^^Jffice^E^outh 
^Sirti^treet, Springfield, Illinois (home residence 

mjjj^fefcpr ingfield, Illinois) furnished the follcwin^inrorSt^n^^^^^^ 


He stated that prior to 1937, the reaboay Coal Company had had 
Leland Hotel business on and off. He could/^ecall whether or not Peabody 
Coal Company had had Leland Hotel account prior to 1932 or subsequent to 
and before 1937, but stated that undoubtedly during part of that t imo, tho 
Iceland Hotel aaeciunt had been with Peabody Coal Company. He produced a 
record card of the Leland Hotel which showed that the present Leland Hotel 
account was started in Juno of 1937. In May of 1937, the date with which 
that particular card account started was blank. For the year 1937 - 1938, 
1,167.20 tons of coal wore »ld by Poobody to the Lolond Hotel. This was 
the full requirement of tho Leland Hotel j 1956 - 1939, 1,333.60 toss? 1333 - 
1940, 1,538.26 tons; in 1940 - 1941, tho total tons sold wore 786.78. For 
the month of April, 1939, Peabody Coal Company sold tho Inland Hotel 149.44 
tons. For April, 1940, the company sold the Leland Hotol 60.40 tons. It 
was noted that in April. 1940. the volume of coal sold to tho lolond Hotel 
by the Peabody Coal Company was cut approximately In half. 

Mr. STELTE advised that when tho volume of buainoss with the 
Leland Hotel had dropped off approximately 50 per cent, ho mentioned the 
matter to SAM WILLS, Division Superintendent, Poabody Coal Company at 
T«y lorvillo, Illinois. Ho requested Mr. WILLS to use his good office in 
any way possible to attempt to secure all of tho Leland Hotel’s busi ness . 

Ho stated that undoubtedly WILIS contacted GLASGOW on the matter since they 
were both in Taylorvllle, Illinois- STELTE did not cantaot GLASGOW directly 
because of the ffcct that GLASGOW was located in Taylorvillo. He stated that 
he undoubtedly and probably did contact RAY EDMONDSON concerning tho Le- 
land Hotel account. He does not recall definitely BDMUKDSOR’s reply ex- 
cept that it was generally to the effect that tho best EDMONDSON could do 
wiib to secure approx ima tely 60 per cent of the Lolond note! business xor 
Peabody. * 



Mr. STELTE was either intentionally vague or else he has a poor 
recollection of this letter circumstance , 
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RE: JOHN L. LEWIS , ET AL 


INTERVIEW WITH 
GEORGE J, STELTE 


(Continued) 


In the event tho account card of the Lei and 
Hotel is desired in evidence in this case. Hr* 
STELTE is the appropriate individual to eubpoona. 
He has boon in the retail coal sales businoss 


with Peabody for approximately 20 years. Ho makes a good appooronce, ond 
it is believed that he would moke a bottor than average witness. However, 
it should be noted that Mr. STELTE would undoubtedly be reluctant in fur-, 
nishing damaging testimony other than the account card against any of tho 
officials of tho TJHW bocause of tho fact that Poabody minos have always 
been oporatod by U157 labor* 


PENDING 



